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TEXANS URGED TO CHECK FOR POTENTIALLY
DANGEROUS TIRES DISTRIBUTED BY FOREIGN

TIRE SALES, INC.

FOREIGH TIRE SALES INC, ANNDUNCES A TIRE RECALL FOR
S0ME MODELS OF WESTLAKE, COMPASSE and YES TIRES
FOR LIGHT TRUCKS AND SUVa
MANUFACTURED BY HANGZHOUW FHONGCE RUBBER COMPANY
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Thi aflecied tires were manncivred from 2004 Theough eaddy 3006 and
carry the Woestlake, Compass or YES brands. The modeds involved are:
CRaS¥, CRB60 and CRBEI. Modol CA241 will also carry the modal
dasignation “Telluride”, Phiess nole thad mol el tires schibiting Telluride
wore imported inbo the Uniled Stades and are not subject io this recall.

T sizns and othar danlfying mfoimaticn on (ke afleciad nes &0 as lollows

Serm Modols D.O.T Mo gtirks with
LT235TSA-15 CRBG. CREST TOTEFTS
LT235850-18 CRasD. CRas1, CRas? TOTEFTS
LT24575R-18 CRAGD, CRaG1, CRAST TOTAFTE.. ...
LT265/TSH-16 CRBED. CHREE1, (RAST TOTHFTS
LTI X105 R-15 CRAsT. CRa81 TOTEFTS

i b very mpordand sl you nobics thal e DOT number above inciodes e dales fom
D4 — Q20N (ot woek ol 7004 Trough seoond week of B00E)

Ploasa noba that tire sies LT22575R:16 |5 NOT boing recallod.

Forwign Tire Salss (FTS) & & small, bamilyeosnsd le impofisd based in Union, M
Fourded i 1973, FTS haa imporied gualify Bres for suicemoblies and indusirial
spplcalions from fumeious manudscheers aeoond B workd or 3% yeas. Owee that
perad ol Gma, FTS has grown rom tve o 16 espknees.  FTS sells Bei disactly 1o
dafribiulers in nelly ey Slake Bl Puerio Ros. FTS has no folel opsraiions, To
enre ared mainlan hal FTD mpodis Sres Tl scdsd 8l lederal aalely slandards, FTS
el & fuliEme pert Bio engieel Wil ovar 35 yeals of indusily exparencs

I you feel pou ore in possession of ome or more of these tires, please
call the recall hotline af T-BEE-F99-828F or wisid our wobsite af
e RIS, OO for mone information.

Foreign Tire Sales, Inc. (FTS), in
accordance with the National Traffic
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act, today
issued a recall of tires that could be in
danger of tread separation. The Office
of the Attorney General is urging Texas
drivers to check their vehicles for these
potentially dangerous tires and contact
FTS to learn more about replacing the
recalled products.

The recalled tires were made by
Hangzhou Zhongce Rubber Co. Ltd.
(“HZ”) in China and distributed in
the United States under several names,
including Westlake, YKS and Compass.
The tires were sold from 2004 to 2006
for light trucks, sports utility vehicles,
and vans.

According to FTS, the U.S. distributor,
at least 270,000 tires may have
insufficient or missing “gum strips,”

an important safety feature on certain
tires that helps prevent tread separation.
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More than 50,000 of the potentially unsafe tires are believed to have been sold in Texas.

Consumers should immediately check the sidewalls of their tires for the brand name, size,
model, and U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) number. Tires subject to today’s
recall bear the DOT number “FTS” as part of the number.

Consumers who own any of these tires should immediately contact FTS toll-free at (888)
899-9293 or online at www.foreigntire.com. FT'S may require consumers to complete a

questionnaire and present it to a local dealer to obtain replacement tires. Consumers who
own these tires should avoid driving for long distances on hot roads. Contact FTS to locate
the closest tire shop or mechanic participating in the recall.

In most cases, consumers should not be charged to replace the defective tires. Check the
FTS Web site or hotline for additional information.

Specific tire sizes and models affected:

e [1235/75R-15 CR861, CR857 (Partial D.O.T. Number: 7DT5FTS)
LT235/85R-16 CR860, CR861, CR857 (Partial D.O.T. Number: 7DT2FTY)
LT245/75R-16 CR860, CR861, CR857 (Partial D.O.T. Number: CR857)
LT265/75R-16 CR860, CR861, CR857 (Partial D.O.T. Number: 7DT4FTY)
LT31X10.5R-15 CR861, CR857 (Partial D.O.T. Number: 7DT6FTYS)

As part of general tire safety, consumers should keep the following tips in mind:

 Inspect tires at least once a month and before every long trip for patterns of uneven wear.
Check tire inflation pressure in accordance with manufacturer recommendations.

* Do not overload your vehicle. Excess weight can place extra stress on your tires. Check
your tire placard or vehicle owner’s manual for the maximum amount of weight your
vehicle can safely carry.

e Develop safe driving habits. Observe speed limits and avoid fast stops, starts, and turns.
Avoid contact with potholes, debris, and curbs when driving or parking your vehicle.

* Keep your vehicle properly maintained. Rotate tires regularly, get wheels balanced,
and get a front-end alignment if necessary.
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* Use the proper tires for your vehicle. Check the vehicle manufacturer’s recommendations
before replacing a tire with a different size and/or construction.

* Be aware of how the outside temperature affects your tires. Hot weather can be especially
hard on tires.

* Have any tire problems checked out by professionals. If you find that one of your tires
is losing pressure, take it to a tire expert for a complete internal inspection.

* Avoid buying used tires. You might be getting previously recalled or otherwise
dangerous tires.

Sincerely,

%W

Greg Abbott
Attorney General of Texas
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