S.B. No. 286

AN ACT

relating to requiring public officials to receive training in the
requi renents of the open neetings and public information | aws.
BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

SECTION 1. Subchapter A, Chapter 551, Government Code, is
anended by addi ng Section 551.005 to read as foll ows:

Sec. 551.005. OPEN MEETINGS TRAINING (&) Fach elected or
appoi nted public official who is a nenber of a governnental body
subject to this chapter shall conplete a course of training of not
| ess than one and not nore than two hours regardi ng the
responsibilities of the governnental body and its nmenbers under
this chapter not later than the 90th day after the date the nenber:

(1) takes the oath of office, if the menber is required
to take an oath of office to assune the person's duties as a nmenber
of the governnental body; or
(2) otherwi se assunes responsibilities as a nmenber of
t he governnental body, if the nmenber is not required to take an oath
of office to assune the person's duties as a nenber of the
gover nnment al _body.

(b) The attorney general shall ensure that the training is
made available. The office of the attorney general nmy provide the
training and may al so approve any acceptable course of training
of fered by a governnental body or other entity. The attorney
general shall ensure that at | east one course of training approved
or _provided by the attorney general is available on videotape or a
functionally simlar and widely avail able nmediumat no cost. The
training nust include instruction in:

(1) the general background of the |egal requirenents
for open neetings;
(2) the applicability of this chapter to governnental

bodi es;

(3) procedures and requirenents regardi ng quoruns,
notice, and recordkeepi ng under this chapter

(4) procedures and requirenents for holding an open
neeting and for holding a closed neeting under this chapter; and

(5) penalties and other consequences for failure to
conply with this chapter.

(c) The office of the attorney general or other entity
providing the training shall provide a certificate of course
conpl etion to persons who conplete the training required by this
section. A governnental body shall mintain and nake available for
public inspection the record of its nenbers' conpletion of the
traini ng.

(d) Conpleting the required training as a nenber of the
governnmental body satisfies the requirenents of this section with
regard to the nenber's service on a comittee or subcommittee of the
gover nnental body and the nenber's ex officio service on any other
gover nnment al _body.

(e) The training required by this section nay be used to
satisfy any correspondi ng training requirenments concerning this
chapter or open neetings required by law for the nenbers of a
governnmental body. The attorney general shall attenpt to




coordinate the training required by this section with training
required by other law to the extent practicable.

(f) The failure of one or nore nenbers of a governnental
body to conplete the training required by this section does not
affect the validity of an action taken by the governnental body.

(g) Acertificate of course conpletion is adm ssible as
evidence in a crimnal prosecution under this chapter. However,
evi dence that a defendant conpleted a course of training offered
under this section is not prim facie evidence that the defendant
knowi ngly violated this chapter.

SECTION 2. Subchapter A, Chapter 552, Government Code, is
anended by addi ng Section 552.012 to read as foll ows:

Sec. 552.012. OPEN RECORDS TRAINING (a) This section
applies to an elected or appointed public official who is:

(1) a nenber of a nultinenber governnental body;

(2) the governing officer of a governmental body that
is headed by a single officer rather than by a multinenber governing

body; or

(3) the officer for public information of a
gover nmental body, w thout regard to whether the officer is elected
or _appointed to a specific term
(b) Each public official shall conplete a course of training
of not |l ess than one and not nore than two hours regardi ng the
responsibilities of the governnental body with which the official
serves and its officers and enpl oyees under this chapter not |ater
than the 90th day after the date the public official
(1) takes the oath of office, if the person is required

to take an oath of office to assune the person's duties as a public

official; or

(2) otherwi se assunes the person's duties as a public
official, if the person is not required to take an oath of office to
assune the person's duties.

(c) A public official may designate a public informtion
coordinator to satisfy the training requirenents of this section
for the public official if the public information coordinator is
primarily responsible for adnmi nistering the responsibilities of
the public official or governnental body under this chapter
Desi gnation of a public information coordi nator under this
subsection does not relieve a public official fromthe duty to
conply with any other requirenment of this chapter that applies to
the public official. The designated public informtion coordi nator
shall conplete the training course regarding the responsibilities
of the governnental body with which the coordi nator serves and of
its officers and enployees under this chapter not |ater than the
90t h day after the date the coordi nator assunes the person's duties
as_coordi nator.

(d) The attorney general shall ensure that the training is
made available. The office of the attorney general nmy provide the
training and may al so approve any acceptable course of training
of fered by a governnental body or other entity. The attorney
general shall ensure that at | east one course of training approved
or provided by the attorney general is available on videotape or a
functionally simlar and widely avail able nmediumat no cost. The
training nust include instruction in:

(1) the general background of the |egal requirenents
for open records and public information;

(2) the applicability of this chapter to governnental

bodi es;
(3) procedures and requirenents regardi ng conplyving
with a request for infornmation under this chapter;




(4) the role of the attorney general under this

chapter; and
(5) penalties and other consequences for failure to

conply with this chapter.

(e) The office of the attorney general or other entity
providing the training shall provide a certificate of course
conpl etion to persons who conplete the training required by this
section. A governnental body shall mintain and nake available for
public inspection the record of its public officials' or, if
applicable, the public information coordinator's conpletion of the
traini ng.

(f) Conpleting the required training as a public official of

t he governnental body satisfies the requirenents of this section
with regard to the public official's service on a conmttee or
subconm ttee of the governnental body and the public official's ex
officio service on any other governnental body.

(g) The training required by this section nay be used to
satisfy any correspondi ng training requirenments concerning this
chapter or open records required by law for a public official or
public information coordinator. The attorney general shall attenpt
to coordinate the training required by this section with training
required by other law to the extent practicable.

(h) A certificate of course conpletion is adm ssible as
evidence in a crimnal prosecution under this chapter. However,
evi dence that a defendant conpleted a course of training offered
under this section is not prim facie evidence that the defendant
knowi ngly violated this chapter.

SECTION 3. (a) Each elected or appointed public officia
who is a nenber of a governmental body subject to Chapter 551
Gover nment Code, and who has taken the oath of office or otherw se
assuned the person's responsibilities before January 1, 2006, mnust
conplete a course of training required by Section 551. 005,

Gover nment Code, as added by this Act, before January 1, 2007.

(b) Each person who is an elected or appointed public
official, as described by Section 552.012, Governnent Code, as
added by this Act, and who has taken the oath of office or otherw se
assuned the person's responsibilities before January 1, 2006, or
if applicable, a person who is the public infornation coordi nator
of a governmental body subject to Chapter 552, Governnment Code, who
assuned the person's responsibilities before January 1, 2006, nust
conplete a course of training required by Section 552.012,

Gover nment Code, as added by this Act, before January 1, 2007.

SECTION 4. This Act takes effect January 1, 2006

Presi dent of the Senate Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.B. No. 286 passed the Senate on
April 18, 2005, by the follow ng vote: Yeas 28, Nays 1




Secretary of the Senate
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 286 passed the House on
May 10, 2005, by a non-record vote.
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