THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

AUETIN, TExas 78711

JONN 1. BILL

ATTORNEY GENERAL

November 12, 1973

Honcrable Raymond W. Vowell
Degartment of Public Welfare
Jorn H. Reagan Building
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Open Records Decision No. S

Dear Mr. Vowell:
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Sectlon °\a)(x) of House Bill © excepts from disclosure "!~?

By letter of June 26, 1973, Mr. Ray Hamllton, of tne Hamilton
Convalesent Home of Fort Wort., Texas, requested from you tne
lowing information: (a) the percent of occupancy for each in
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transmittied this letter to us, along witn your questions

de understand tnat to comply with tne reguest NO”lu ne;es
disclosure of information concerning persons recelving pul
cal assistance.
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Wwneiher ine requested Iinformation snould be disclosed undsr =He
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at County at the overall county level. By letter of July
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Trie information regquested here 1s made confldent!sl oy V.A.T.S.
PURLIC WELFARE - Article £9523-1, Sectlorn 10. Tnat Section o
in pertinent pa

"It shall be unlawful...for any person or persorns
to sollcit, disclose, recelve, maxke use cf, or to auin-
orlze, knowingly permlt, participate 1n, or acquiesce

in use of, any list of, or names of, or any irnform
concerning, persons apply;ng for or recelving sucn
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assistance or medical asslstance, directly or Lozl
gerived from the records, papers, f..es, OF -ommur

the State Department or subdivisions or agencle
or acquired In the course of the performance ol ¢l
duties." (emphasis added)
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Honorable Raymond W. Vowell
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Page Two

Judicial decision." We have no indicatlion that Mr, Ramilton would
utilize this information in a manner detrimental to persons recelving
public medical assistance. But in this situation, House Blll &
provides us no leeway to consider a requestor's motives. Because

we can concieve of a situation where, aldeit unintentlionally,
names of persons receiving public medical assistance could be

indirectly derived, we must honor the wisnes of the Legislature snd ex-
cept tnis information from disclosure.
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Very truly yours,
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votin L. rAlll
Attorney General
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Staff Degislative Assistant




