
The Honorable George Wikoff 
City Attorney 
City of Port Arthur 
P. 0. Box 1089 
Port Arthur, Texas 77640 

Open Records Decision No. 35 

Re: Whether person is entitled 
to a copy of judgment entered by 
municipal court in acrion growing 
out of accident in which requestor 
&as involved. 

Dear Mr. Wikoff: 

You have asked us to determine whether under Article 6252-lfa. 
V. T. C. S. ? the Open Records Act, a Municipal Court is required to make 
available for public inspection copies of judgments it has entered. The 
Port Arthur Municipal Court has been requested to provide a copy of a 
judgment it entered in a suit arising out of an accident in which the re- 
questing party was Involved. but :o date it has refused to do so. 

The Open Records Act does not app:.y to records of i.he judiciary. 
Section 2 {ii(G). Municipai court.s are a part of the judiciary. They are 
crea?ed by statute pursuant to Article 5.5 !,. of the Texas Constitution. 
And see Articies 1)94 and 1194A. V. T. C. S. 

Because the Xc; does nor appl). the Municipal Courts are Lefx in 
the +e me posltion with respect tu informataon m their possession as they 
l.ave a’iways been. The Act ncxher authorizes infi,rmatlun held by the 
;~.C-lciar~y IO be wlthncid nor requires it to he disclosed. Of course the 

m.3. . law right uf msoecli0n df publi c r-cords may req.dire the MU-II. 
I ;;a1 Court LO make its Judgmcnrj a= u -” as other cificia‘ court XIims 

ax-d~;.+ih:,- far public inspectwn a: rea5.x;ab II. 1 ~:-nes; see Open Records 
L‘<A..?-I,\F. :;o L= ~1974; 
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