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The Attorney General of Texas 
April 16, 1981 

MARK WHITE 
Attorney General 

Mr. A. Robert Raetxsch 
Assistant County Attorney 
Guadalw County Courthous 
Seguin, Texas 78155 

Open Records Decision No. 268 

ore: Whether certain records held 
by the Seguin Hour Authority 
are available under the Open 
Records Act 

Dear Mr. Raetxsch: 

You have requested our decision under the Open Records Act, article 
8252-l7a, V.T.C.S., m to whether certain records held by the Seguin Housing 
Authority are available to the priblic. 

The houairg authority of the city of Ssguin was created by the city 
pursuant to article l269k, V.T.C.S. The commissioners who compose the 
authority are qpointed by the mayor. V.T.C.S. art l289k, S5. The 
authority constitutes “.a ptilic body corporate and politic, exercising public 
and essential governmental fmctions. ” V.T.C.S. art. 1289k, SE. You state 
that the housing authority operates two kinds of programs. In the first of 
these, the authority acts as landlord and manager of apartment rmits. In the 
other, the authority pays a monthly subsidy to private owners of apartment 
units cn behalf of eligible tenantr, i.e., those who meet the income 
requirements established by the federal-rtment of Housirg and Urban 
Develcpment. 

An individual lms requested that yw f&&h hsr three types of 
information: (u a listing of the addresses of housiq tmits oparated by 
private landlords who participated in the subsidy program from January 1979 
through October 1980; (2) a listing of the owners and/or managers of these 
unitq and (2) the total amounts paid by the authority to the owner or 
manager from January 1979 through October 1980. You first auggeet that the 
housing authority is not a “governmental body” within the meaning of the 
Open Records Act. 

Section 2(l) of the Open Records Act defines “governmental body” to 
include, inter alia: 

the prf section, or portion of every organization, 
corporation, ~mmission, committee, institution, or 
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agency which Q supported in whole or ln part by public fmds, or 
which expends public fuula. P&llc fmds as wad herein shall 
mean fuuls of the State of Texas or any governmental 
subdivision thereof. . . . 

It is wdlsputed that the housing authority is an agent of Ssguln, created by act of the 
city; its wmmissioners are appointed by the mayor. You state that the authority does 
not receive any revenues from the state of Texas, Guadalrpc Cwnty, the city of 
Seguin, or any other local taxing authority. Its revenue b entirely derived from the 
rentalP it collects and from federal fwds. 

I 
Even though the authority may receive no fwds diwtly from the state or any 

local government, the amounts lt collects from its rent& assume the character of 
“public moneys” as won as they are paid to the authority. Dnlass they are trust In-b, 
all finds wllwted bv a oublic men9 wnstitute “wbllc moneva” whether their 
collection is referabie to the pOli& power or tb the taxhig~ power. Texas 
Pharmaceutiwl ASSL v. DwA, 90 S.W. 2d 328,330 (Tex. Civ. App. - Austin 1938, 
writ). See generally Lette 
authority of 

r Advisory No. 152 09771 We wnclude that the housing 
the city of Ssguin is a ngovemmental body” nithh the meaning of the .-A Open R&X& AUL. 

Yw abo wntend that the information hew req~eated is excepted from disclw~e 
by as&on 3faRll of the act, es “hformation deemed wnfidentlal by law,” specifically 
by judichl de&low rewgnlxirg individual prlva9. We believe it ls clear that the 
information is not excepted 9 a wnstitutional right of privacy. See Industrial 
Foundation of the South v. Texas Industrial Awklent~Roard, 540 S.W. 2d868,‘m 
1976). In order for information to be excepted by a wmmon law right of privacy, it 
must! 

contain highly htimate or embarraaal9 fwta about a pamon’s 
private affairs, ruch that its plbliwtion Would be highly 
objectionable to a person of ordinary sensibilities. 

540 S.W. 2d at 683. 

In wr opinion, the requested information, containing the addresws of subsidized 
housing wits, the names of the owners thereof, and the amounts of individual subsidies 
paid for each wit, ls not embmwd within the purvbw of wmmon law privacy. We 
have frequently noted that the swpe of wmmon law prlva9 is narrow indeed. S& 
Gpen Records Decision Nos. 282 USSO); 280 (1980); 258 098O)i 257 (ISSOL In Open 
Records Dwision No. 201 (1977), this offiw said that information relating to loans 
made by an official wmmtnity action agency to specific individuab was not exwpted 
by section 3fa)QL Aworvhngly, it ls wr declslon that rewrds listing addresses and 
owners of subsidized housbg units, as well as amounts paid by the housirg authority to 
such owners w behalf of eligible tenants, are not excepted from dlaclceroe wder any 
provision of the Open Rewrds Act. 
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MARK WHITE 
Attorney Ckneral of Texas 

JOHN W. FAINTER, JR. 
First Aadstant Attorney Qeneral 

RICHARD E. GRAY III 
Executive Assistant Attorney Qeneral 

Prepared by Rick Qilphr 
Auistant Attorney General 

APPROVED: 
OPINION COMHfl’TEE 

Susan L. (hrrilon, Chairman 
Jon Bible 
Walter Davb 
Rick GIlpin 


