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Ms. Lala Martinez 
Executive Director 
Housing Authority of 

Oil<' TEXAS 

August 16, 1989 

The city of Harlingen 
P. 0 Box 1669 
Harlingen, Texas 78551 

Dear Ms. Martinez: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to 
required public disclosure. under the Texas Open Records Act, 
article 6252-17a, V.T.C.S. Your request was assigned 
ID# 7214; this decision is OR89-257. 

Under the Open Records Act, all information held by 
governmental bodies 1S open unless the information falls 
within one of the act's specific exceptions to disclosure. 
The act places on the custodian of records the burden of 
proving that records are excepted from public disclosure. 
If a governmental body fails to claim an exception, the 
exception is ordinarily waived unless the information is 
deemed confidential under the act. See Attorney General 
opinion JM-672 (1987). The act does not require this office 
to raise and consider exceptions that you have not raised. 

The Harlingen Housing Authority received a request for 
the "actual" names of the 'owners of property used in the 
"section 8 program." You indicate that some of these 
publicly subsidized housing landlords hire realty companies 
to manage their property in order to avoid public disclosure 
of their names. You ask whether you may withhold the 
owners' names. 

You cite no specific exceptions to disclosure. Because 
the Open Records Act prohibits the release of confidential 
information, see V.T.C.S. art. 6252-17a, § 10(a), this 
office will address whether specific information is "deemed 
confidential" by law, see id., § 3(a) (1), even when a 
governmental body does not raise the issue. 

The requested information is not deemed confidential by 
law. Open Records Decision No. 268 (1981) (copy enclosed) 
governs your request. That decision held that records 
listing the addresses and names of owners of subsidized 
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housing units, as well as amounts paid to 
housing authority, are not excepted from 
disclosure under common law privacy or 
prov1s1on of the Open Records Act. 
information must be released. 

the owners by a 
required public 

under any other 
The requested 

Because case law and prior published open records 
decisions resolve your request, we are resolving this matter 
with this informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. If you have questions 
about this ruling, please refer to OR89-257. 

JSRjbc 

Ref. : ID# 7214 

cc: Ms. Delores Fuller 

Yours very truly, ~ 
Open Government Sectio 
of the Opinion Committee 

Open Government Section 
of the Opinion Committee 
Prepared by Jennifer S. Riggs 
Chief, Open Government Section 

3626 Times Square 
Harlingen, Texas 78552 

Enclosure: ORD-268 


