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Mr. Joseph P. Sanders 
senior Assistant City 
city of Beaumont 
P.O. Box 3827 
Beaumont, Texas 77704 

Dear Mr. Sanders: 

March 16, 1990 

Attorney 

OR90-100 

You ask whether certain information is subject to 
required public disclosure under the Texas Open Records Act, 
article 6252-17a, V.T.C.S. Your request was assigned ID~ 
8198. 

You advise that the United states Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission [EEOC hereinafter] has charged the 
City of Beaumont with unlawful employment practices. You 
have received a request from the individual who lodged this 
complaint for letters to the EEOC investigator that contain 
the city's response to these allegations. You claim the 
letters should be withheld under section 3(a) (3) of the Open 
Records Act. 

We agree. Both letters should be withheld under 
section 3(a) (3) as "information relating to litigation." 

The term "litigation" embraces contested cases before 
an administrative agency. See Open Records Decision No. 336 
(1982). "Where a discrimination complaint is pending before 
the EEOC, and requested information is relevant to that 
complaint, the information may be withheld from disclosure 
under section 3(a) (3)." Id. citing Open Records Decision 
No. 281 (1981). The contents of both letters at issue, as 
well as the attachments thereto,· relate to the hiring 
practices of the city which is the precise issue at an EEOC 
hearing. Accordingly, you are not required to release the 
letters. A copy of Open Records Decision No. 336, which 
resolves this request, is enclosed. 

Because case law and prior published open records 
decisions resolve your request, we are resolving this matter 
with this informal letter ruling rather than with a 
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published open records decision. If you have questions 
about this ruling, please refer to OR90-l00. 

KHG/le 

Ref.: ID# 8198, 8070 

Yours very truly, 

K~.~~a~ 
Assistant Attorney General 
Opinion committee 

Enclosure: Open Records Decision No. 336 

cc: Brian Carpenter 
P.O. Box 8415 
Lumberton, Texas 77111 


