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Mr. Robert J. Provan 
Step~en F. Austin S~ate University 
P.O. Box 6214, SFA station 
Nacogdoches, Texas 75962-6214 

Dear Mr. Provan: 

You ask whether certain information 
required public disclosure under the Texas 
article 6252-17a, V.T.e.S. Your request 
9220. 

OR90-195 

is subject to 
open Records Act, 
was assigned ID# 

stephen F. Austin state University terminated the 
employment of a ~ale custodian for sexual harassment of four 
female co-workers during working' hours. The terminated 
employee now seeks the four female employees' home addresses 
and telephone numbers. You inquire whether the university 
is required to release this information. 

You indicate that the requested information may be 
withheld pursuant to sections 3(a) (17) and 3A of the open 
Records Act, which allow governmental employees to decide 
whether their home address and telephone number is released 
to the public. If the employees elected to keep this 
information closed prior to the time the terminated employee 
requested the information, you may withhold the information 
pursuant to section 3(a) (17). See Open Records Decision No. 
455 {19B?). If they did not seek to close this information 
prior to the former employee's request, the information will 
not come under the protection of this section. Open Records 
Decision No. 530 (1989). 

We note, however, that in this. instance the requested 
information may be withheld even if section 3(a) (17) does 
not apply. In Open Records Decision No. 169 (1977), this 
office held that the home addresses and telephone numbers of 
governmental employees may be withheld pursuant to the 
cornmon-Iaw right to privacy if "special circulnstances" are 
demonstrated. That decision identified harassment by a 
specific individual as a "special circumstance" that quali
fied as grounds for withholding the information. Open 



Mr. Robert J. Provan - Page 2 (OR90-195) 

Records Decision No. 169 governs this aspect of your re
questi you may therefore withhold the requested information. 

Because case law and prior published open records 
decisions ~esolve your request, we are resolving this matter 
with this informal letter ruling rather than with a pub
lis~ed open records decision. If you have questions about 
this ruling, please refer to OR90-195. 

RWP/le 

Ref. : 1D# 9220 

Yours very truly, 

.~~q~~~ 
Assistant Attorney General 
Opinion Committee 


