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Dear Hr. Supple: 

OR90-198 

You ask whether certain information is subject to 
required public disclosure under the Texas Open Records Act, 
article 6252-17a, V.T.e.S. Your request was assigned 1D# 
8773. 

You have received two requests for the student 
evaluations of a faculty member: one from a student at the 
university, the other from the Executive Director of the 
Texas Association of College Teachers, acting on behalf of 
the faculty member who is the subject of the evaluations. 
You assert that such information is excepted from required 
public disclosure by sections 3 (a) (11), 3 (a) (14), and 14 (e.) 
of the Texas Open Records Act, article 6252-17a, V.T.C.S. 
We agree. 

Individualized student evaluations, such as these, are 
excepted fro~ disclosure by sections 3(a) (14) and 14(e) of 
the Texas Open Records Act. Attorney General Opinion JM-36 
(1983). Though the evaluations are unsigned, the identity 
of the student evaluators might be discernible from the 
"handwriting, style of expression, or the particular 
incidents related in the comments"; hence, the student 
evaluations must be withheld pursuant to sections 3(a)(14) 
and 14(e). Id. However, if the faculty member views the 
evaluations for a legitimate educational purpose, section 
14 (e) will not be violated, 20 U.S.C. § 123.2g(b) (1), nor 
will there be a release of information to the public under 
the Open Records Act. See Open Records Decision No. 450 
(1986); cf. Open Records Decision No. 464 (1987) at 5-6. 

We need not address your section 3(a) (11) concerns, as 
this matter has been settled on the basis of sections 
3(a) (14) and 14(e). Because case law and prior published 
open records decisions resolve your request, we are 
resolving this matter with this informal letter ruling 
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rather than with a published open records decision. If you 
have questions about this ruling, please refer to OR90-198. 

KHG/le 

Ref.: ID# 8773, 9283 
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Kay; H. Guaj aJ;;do 
Assistant Attorney 
opinion Committee 
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