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Mr. Joe M. Wardell 
principal 
Palestine High School 
Loop 256 East 
Palestine, Texas 75801 

Dear Mr. Wardell: 

OR90-238 

You ask whether certain information is subject to 
required public disclosure under the Texas open Records Act, 
article 6252-17a, V.T.e.S. Your request was assigned ID# 
9182. 

You received. a request 
memorandum written to you by 
the teacher. You seek to 
section 3(a)(11) of the Open 

from a teacher for a copy of 
the school librarian concerning 
withhold the memorandum under 
Records Act. 

section 3(a)(11) of the act excepts inter-agency and 
intra-agency memoranda and letters, but only to the extent 
that they contain advice, opinion, or recommendation 
intended for use in the entity's deliberative process. open 
Records Decision No. 464 (1987); 239 (1980). The purpose of 
this section is "to protect from public disclosure advice 
and opinions on policy matters and to encourage frank and 
open discussion within the agency in connection with its 
decision-making processes." Austin y. city of San Antonio, 
630 S.W.2d 391, 394 (Tex. App. - San Antonio 1982, writ 
ref'd n.r.e,) (citing Open Records Decision No. 222 (1979». 

Section 3(a)(11) does not protect facts and written 
observation of facts and events that are severable from 
advice, opinions, and recommendation. Open Records Decision 
No. 450 (1986). The memorandum at issue here consists 
mostly of a narrative report relating factual information, 
observations of events, or encounters between the librarian 
and the teacher. Some opinions are expressed. We have 
marked the opinion portions of the memorandum that may be 
deleted. The remainder of the memorandum must be released. 
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Because case law and prior published open records 
decisions resolve your request, we are resolving this matter 
with this informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. If you have questions 
about this ruling, please refer to OR90-238. 

DAN/Ie 

Ref.: ID# 9182 

Yours very truly, 

David A. Newton 
Assistant Attorney General 
Opinion committee 

Enclosure: Marked Documents 


