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Mr. Robert E. Shaddock 
General Counsel 

June 15, 1990 

State Department of Highways 
and Public Transportation 

11th and Brazos 
Austin, Texas 78701-2483 

Dear Mr. Shaddock: 

OR90-241 

You ask whether certain, information is subject to 
required public disclosure under the Texas Open Records Act, 
article 6252-17a, V.T.C.S. Your request was assigned ID# 
9605. 

The state Department of Highways and Public 
Transportation received a request for -documents relating to 
a claim settled against the department, _- and for any reports 
prepared by a consultant or design professional concerning 
the adequacy of the plans and specifications for the 
projects covered by the claim. You seek to withhold the 
requested information from required public disclosure under 
section 3(a) (3) of the Open Records Act, because the 
information about the claim relates to a claim or potential 
lawsuit against the department relating to the same project 
by a company that has nbt settled with the department. 

We have considered the exception you claimed and have 
reviewed the documents at issue. A previous determination 
of this office, Open Records Decision No. 551 (1990), a copy 
of which is enclosed, resolves your request. For this 
reason, you may withhold the requested information. 

Because case law and prior published open records 
decisions resolve your request, we are resolving this matter 
with this jnformal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. If you have questions 
about this ruling, please refer to OR90-241. 

DAN/Ie 
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Yours very truly, 

David A. Newton 
Assistant Attorney General 
Opinion Committee 
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Ref.: ID# 9605 

Enclosure: Open Records Decision No. 551 
Documents Submitted 

cc: Mr. Ron A. Yarbrough 
ott and purdy 
200 S. Lamar st. 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 


