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July 9, 1990 

Veterans Land Board 
Stephen F. Austin Bldg. 
1700 North Congress Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Mr. Mauro: 

OR90-293 

You ask whether certain information is subject to 
required public disclosure under the Texas Open Records Act, 
article 6252-17a, V.T.e.S. Your request was assigned 
10# 9746. 

We have considered the exception you claimed, 
specifically common-law privacy as incorporated into the 
Open Records Act by section 3(a)(1), and have reviewed the 
documents at issue. A previous determination of this 
office, Open Records Decision No. 545 (1990), a copy of 
which is enclosed, resolves your request. While background 
financial information about individuals is ordinarily the 
type of information that may be withheld under common-law 
privacy, the test for such exception from public disclosure 
also requires that the information be of no legitimate 
concern to the public. As noted in Open Records Decision 
545, the law evinces a policy of full disclosure of a public 
body's debtors and creditors. For this reason, you must 
release the requested information. 

Because case law and prior published open records 
decisions resolve your request, we are resolving this matter 
with this informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. If you have questions 
about this ruling, please refer to OR90-293. 

JS/le 

Ref.: 10# 9746 

hn steiner~----------~ 
Assistant Attorney General 
Opinion Committee 
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Enclosure: Open Records Decision No. 545 

cc: James Fitzgerald 


