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April 10, 1996 

Mr. Patrick S. Dohoney 
Assistant District Attorney 
Office of the Criminal District Attorney 
Tarrant County 
Justice Center 
401 W. Belknap 
Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0201 

Dear Mr. Dohonev: 

You have asked this office to determine if information is subject to required public 
disclosure under the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. 
Your request was assigned ID# 38875. 

Tarrant County (the "county") received a request for documents relating to a 
criminal investigation. You contend that the requested information is excepted from 
disclosure pursuant to section 552.108 of the Government Code.' 

When applying section 552.108, this office distinguishes between cases that are 
still under active investigation or prosecution and those that are closed. If a case is still 
under active investigation or prosecution, section 552.108 generally excepts from 
disclosure all information except that found on the first page of an offense report. Open 
Records Decision No. 61 1 (1992) at 3; see Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976). First 
page offense report information must be disclosed wherever it is found, regardless of the 
location. You indicate that that there is a pending prosecution in this case. 

'You asserted that the request was overly broad. However, the requestor identified a specific 
criminal investigation and asked for the documents connected with that investigation. See Open Records 
Decision No. 561 (1990) (governmental body must make good faith effort to relate request to information 
it holds). 
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We have reviewed the documents submitted to this office. We assume that you 
have already released the first page offense report information and that first page offense 
report information is thus not at issue. Since there is a pending prosecution, the 
documents at issue may be withheld from disclosure until the case is closed through a 
conviction, acquittal, or by administrative deci~ion.~ Open Records Decision No. 372 
(1983). 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please 
contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 
h 

Ruth H. Soucy 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 38875 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Mr. M.C. Ken 
P.O. Box 871 
Joshua, Texas 76058 
(wlo enclosures) 

2 ~ s  the documents at issue may be withheld from disclosure pursuant to section 552.108, we need 
not address your other arguments against disclosure. We note, thought, that some of the information at 
issue is confidential by law and may not he publicly disclosed even after the case is closed. 


