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Mr. Ron M. Pigott 
Assistant General Counsel 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
P.O. Box 4087 
Austin, Texas 78773-0001 

Dear Mr. Pigott: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 40682. 

The Texas Department of Public Safety (the "department") received a request for 
"any photographs, field notes, measurements, or drawings" related to a particular traffic 
accident. The department has an offense report and an accident report that are responsive 
to this request for information. You contend that, with the exception of information 
generally found on the first page of the offense report, the information in these reports is 
excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 of the Government Code. 

Section 552.108 excepts from disclosure "[iJnformation held by a law enforcement 
agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime," 
and "[aln internal record or notation of a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that is 
maintained for internal use in matters relating to law enforcement or prosecution." Gov't 
Code 8 552.108; see Holmes v. Morales, 39 Tex. Sup. Ct. J. 781, 1996 WL 325601 
(June 14, 19%). We note, however, that information normally found on the front page of 
an offense report is generally considered public. Houston Chronicle Publishing Co. v. City 
of Harston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975), writ refd 
n.r.e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976); Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976). 
Thus, you must release the type of information that is considered to be front page offense 
report information, even if this information is not actually located on the front page of the 
offense report. Section 552.108 provides that you may withhold the remaining 
information in the offense report from disclosure, although you may choose to release all 
or part of the information in the offense report that is not otherwise confidential by law. 
Gov't Code 8 552.007. 
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Release of the accident report is governed by House Bill 391. In the recent 
legislative session, the legislature enacted House Bill 391, which places certain restrictions 
on the general public's access to "all accident reports made as required by [V.T.C.S. art. 
6701dl or [V.T.C.S. art. 6701hI."' Act of May 27, 1995, 74th Leg., R.S., ch. 894, $1, 
1995 Tex. Sess. Law Serv. 4413 (Vernon) (emphasis added). Specifically, House Bill 391 
provides that a law enforcement agency employing a peace officer who made an accident 
report is required to release a copy of the report on request only to, among others, a 
person who provides the law enforcement agency with two or more of the following: 
(1) the date of the accident, (2) the name of any person involved in the accident, or (3) the 
specific location of the accident. Id Here, House Bill 391 entitles the requestor to a copy 
of the accident report at issue, because the requestor has provided the department with the 
information required by House Bill 391. Accordingly, the department must release a copy 
of the accident report to the requestor. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please 
contact our office. 

Yours very truly, /? 

en E. Hattawa 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 40682 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Mr. Dan L. Morrow 
Perry & Haas, L.L.P. 
P.O. Box 1500 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78403-1 500 
(wlo enclosures) 

'Effective September 1,1995, these statutes were repealed and replaced as part of the Transporta- 
tion Code. Act of May 1, 1995,74th Leg., RS., ch. 165, 8 24, 1995 Tex Sess. Law Sew. 1025, 1870-71 
(Vernon). The legislature did not intend a wbskmtive change of the law but merely a d c a t i o n  of 
existing law. Id. § 25, 1995 Tex. Sess. Law Sew. at 1871. 


