
DAN MORALES 
ATTORNEY GENERAL September 16,1996 

Ms. Margret C. Felty 
Legal Assistant 
Department of Health 
1100 West 49th Street 
Austin, Texas 78756-3199 

Dear Ms Felty: 

You have asked this office to determine if certain information is subject to 
required public disclosure under chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
asignedlD# 33217. 

The Department of Health (the "department") received a request for "any and all 
computerized databases that apply to homicides in the county, including the names, 
addresses, race, weapon used and other information contained in your records." 

You assert that the portion of the request that asks for "other information" is so 
vague and ambiguous that the department is unable to respond adequately to that portion 
of the request. We note that the department should inform requestors of the types of 
infornation that are available in order to help requestors narrow the request. See Open 
Records Decision No. 87 (1975). In Open Records Decision No. 561 (1990) at 8-9, this 
office stated its policy regarding how a governmental body should treat an overbroad or 
ambiguous request for information: 

We have stated that a governmental body must make a good 
faith effort to relate a request to information held by it. It is 
nevertheless proper for a governmental body to require a requestor 
to identify the records sought. For example, where governmental 
bodies have been presented with broad requests for information 
rather than specific records we have stated that the governmental 
body may advise the requestor of the types of information available 
so that he may properly narrow his request. [Citations omitted.] * 

You have submitted to this office information that is responsive to a portion of the 
request. You explain that the department maintains a Death Index as a public record, 
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You have submitted copies of the Death Index to this office for review, but note that it 
does not provide information about sex, race, and cause of death. You state that the 
department does not maintain the requested information in a format that shows all of the 
details requested. We assume that you have provided the requestor access to the index, 
which provides at least some of the information requested. However, you are not 
required to provide information which is not in your possession or to compile new 
information in order to comply with an open records request.1 Open Records Decision 
Nos. 561 (1990) at 9; 483 (1987) at 2; 452 (1986) at 3. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please 
contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Ruth H. Soucy 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 33217 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Mr. Josh Meyer 
Staff Writer 
Lost Angeles Times 
Valley Edition 
20000 Prairie Street 
Chatsworth, California 91 3 1 1 
(W/O enclosures) 

IWe note that the open records laws were substantially amended by the Seventy-fourth 
Legislature. Act of May 29, 1995, 74th Leg., R.S., ch. 1035, 1995 Tex. Sess. Law Sew. 5127 (Vernon) 
(codified as amendments to Gov't Code ch. 552). A request for information that is received by a 
governmental body prior to September 1, 1995, is governed by the law in effect at the time the request is 
made. Id $26(a), 1995 Tex. Sess. Law Sew. at 5142 (Vernon). For requests received on or after 
September 1, 1995, section 552.231 governs requests that require the programming or manipulation of 
data. 


