
DAN MORALES 
ATTORNEY GENER!\I. 

June 27, 1997 

Ms. Susan M. Cory 
General Counsel 
Texas Workers' Compensation Commission 
Southfield Building, MS-41) 
4000 South IH-35 
Austin, Texas 78704-7491 

Dear Ms. Cory: 

You seek reconsideration o f  Open Records Letter No. 97-0653 (1997), in which this office 
determined that the Texas Workers' Compensation Commission (the "commission") had not 
submitted its request for a ruling to this office within the ten days mandated by statute, and, 
consequently, required the commission to make a compelling demonstration to overcome the 
presumption o f  openness o f  the information at issue. W e  have assigned your request for 
reconsideration ID# 106655. 

In Open Records Letter No. 97-0653 (1997), this office determined that, because the 
commission had received the request for information on January 3, 1997, but did not seek a 
decision from this office until January 14, 1997, the commission missed its ten-day deadline for 
submitting a request for a ruling to this office. You state that 

[t]he Commission believes that all statutory requirements for a decision have been 
met. Because of  this, the Commission believes that its request for a decision 
should have been provided a statutory review by your office instead o f  one limited 
to a compelling standard o f  review .... The Commission's records do not reflect that 
it is entitled to anything less. 

Although you assert that the statutory requirements for a decision were met by the 
commission, you do not present us with any information demonstrating that the commission in 
fact sought a ruling from this office within the statutory deadline. Contrary to your assertion, this 
office's acknowledgment o f  receipt o f  your request for a decision is dated January 16, 1997. 
Therefore, we decline to change the outcome o f  our original ruling. W e  affirm our ruling in 

e Open Records Letter No. 97-0653 (1997), and thus, in the absence o f  a demonstration that the 
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requested information is confidential by law or that other compelling reasons exist as to why the 
information should not be made public, you must release the information. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a published 
open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue under the facts 
presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous determination 
regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Michael A. Pearle 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 106655 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Mr. Keith D. Newmeyer 
P.O. Box 203471 
Austin, Texas 78720 
(W/O enclosures) 


