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5171463-2100 

July. I ,  1997 

Ms. Marva M. Gay 
Assistant County Attorney 
Harris County, Texas 
1001 Preston, Suite 634 
Houston, Texas 77002-1 891 

Dear Ms. Gay: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned 
ID# 107189. 

The Harris County Auditor (the "county") received a request for "the name of the driver 
and department of the individual who drives a white Chevy Capri plate #MZS37F." You assert 
that the information is excepted from disclosure pursuant to sections 552.101 and 552.108 of the 
Government Code. We have considered your arguments and have reviewed the information 
submitted. 

Section 552.101 excepts from required public disclosure information considered to be 
confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision and incorporates the 
doctrine of common-law privacy. Section 502.008(a) of the Transportation Code provides that: 

[tlhe department or a county may not release to any person information contained - 
in vehicle registration records in response to a telephone inquiry by license 
number. The department or a county may release information only if the person 

(1) submits in writing a request that: 

(A) provides the person's name and address; and 

(B) states that the use of the information is for a lawful purpose; or 

(2) enters into a written service agreement with the department or county to 
receive the information. 
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See aZso Open Records Decision No. 583 (1990) (when written request for information in vehicle 
registration records containing the information specified by the -predecessor to section 502.008 
of the Transportation Code is received, requested information must be released unless information 
is within exception enumerated in chapter 552 of Open Records Act). Here, we are unable to 
determine if the requested information is contained in vehicle registration records held by the 
county. If it is, then the records are confidential pursuant to section 502.008(a) because the 
requestor did not specify that the use of the information is for a lawful purpose. If such 
information is not contained in vehicle registration records, then section 502.008 does not make 
the information confidential, and it may only be withheld if some other provision of chapter 552 
of the Government Code excepts it from disclosure. In this regard, we note that in Open Records 
Decision No. 583 (1990), this office ruled that the names and addresses of persons registering 
motor vehicles was not protected by a constitutional right to privacy. 

Section 552.108 excepts from disclosure "[i]nformation held by a law enforcement agency 
or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime," and "[aln 
internal record or notation of a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that is maintained for 
internal use in matters relating to law enforcement or prosecution." Gov't Code 5 552.108; see 
Holmes v. Morales, 924 S.W.2d 920 (Tex. 1996). You argue that if released, the requested 
information would impair the subject individual's law enforcement investigations and might 
endanger his or her physical safety. We conclude, however, that the records only indirectly relate 
to law enforcement or prosecution, and thus, they may not be withheld under section 552.108. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a published 
open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue under the facts 
presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous determination 
regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Michael A. Pearle 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 107189 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Mr. Eddie Vitale 
2426 Bolsouse #I44 
Houston, Texas 77005 
(W/O enclosures) 


