@ OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL - STATE OF TEXAS

JounN CORNYN

October 10, 2000

Ms. Pamela Smith

Assistant General Counsel

Texas Department of Public Safety
5805 North Lamar Boulevard

Box 4087

Austin, Texas 78773-0001

OR2000-3874

Dear Ms. Smith;

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under
chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 139946.

The Texas Department of Public Safety (the “department”) received a request for the
“policies and instructions pertaining to officers’ (illegal) drug interdiction methods of
investigation and interrogation,” including “details about the questions that are used in the
initial steps of an investigation when an officer suspects a citizen of drug violations.” You
claim that the requested information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 of
the Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the
submitted representative sample of the requested information.

Sectton 552.108 of the Government Code, the “law enforcement” exception, provides in
pertinent part:

(b) An internal record or notation of a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that
is maintained for internal use in matters relating to law enforcement or prosecution
is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021 if:

'We assume that the “representative sample” of records submitted to this office is truly representative
of the requested records as a whole, See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988}, 497 (1988). Here, we do
not address any other requested records to the extent that those records contain substantially different types
of information than those submitted to this office.
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The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or county attorney.
Id. § 552.3215(e).

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental
body. /d. § 552.321(a); Texas Department of Public Safety v. Gilbreath, 842 S.W.2d 408,
411 (Tex. App.--Austin 1992, no writ).

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or
complaints about over-charging must be directed to the General Services Commission at
512/475-2497.

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days
of the date of this ruling.

Sincerely,
Patricia Michels Anderson
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
PMA/pr
Ref: ID# 139946
Encl. Submitted documents
cc: Mr. Rick Lannoye
1320 Copper Meadow Drive

Mesquite, Texas 75149-6895
(w/o enclosures)



