
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
- - -- -. - - 
G R E G  A B B O T T  

Ms. Trenton C. Nichols 
Rro\\-11 6: Ilotiiieister L.L-.I>. 
Ciiy ofFlo\ver Mouiid 
740 East Caiiipbell Road, Suite 800 
Iliciiardson, Texas 7508 I 

Dcar Mr. Nichols: 

).oil ;lsi< \\-lietlicsce~-tiiiii i~llbriilaiioii is siil>ji.ct to seiliiised ~ ~ i i h l i c  disclosiire iiiidcrtlie Public 
Inhi-i~iatioii Act (tlic "Act"). cIia1)ter 552 of tire C;ovcsi~iiieiit Cotli.. Your seqiiest was 
assigiied Ill# 26501 9.  

'Tile 'To\\-11 oSFlowes kloiiiid [tl~i. "to\\-n"). \\-l~icii yoii I-epi-esciii, riicei\,etl a request for all 
rccoi.cis and dociiments pel-taiiiiirg to aspccified address from October 1,2000 to the present, 
iricliiding police reports slid 9-1-1 calls. l'oir claini that portions of the siibi~iitted 
iiiibrinnlion :ire excepted fsoni disclosiii-e iiiider sections 552.101 and 552.130 of the 
Gor.eriiiiient Code. \Ve have coiisidereti the excelltioiis y o ~ i  clriiin aiid reviewed tlie 
siihi~~ittcti iiifoi-ination. 

Scctioii 552 .  i 01 of tlic C O ~ . C I - I I I I I ~ ~ ~ I  Cocle csccpts Ssoiii tlisciosiirc "iiiSori~~ntioii coiisidcred 
to be coiiiidciiiial b y  lair., ciilici- coiistitiiiioiinl, statiitoi-y, or by jiitlicial decisioi~." Gov't 
C'odc $ 552.101. Tliis scctioii eiicoinpasscs iiiibriliatioi~ protected by other statirtes. 
Chapter 772 of ilic FIcaith and Safety Code aiitiioi-ires thc dci.elopnieni of loc:il eliiergeilcy 
c o ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ r i i i c a i i o n s  districts. Sectioiis 772.1 18, 772.2 18. airti 772.3 I8  of tile Iicalth and Safety 
Code apply only to an en~esgeiicy 9- 1-1 district establislicd in accoi-dance witli cliapter 772. 
Set. Opcii Records Uccisioii No. 649 (1996). 'fhcsc statiitcs iiinkc coiiiitiential tile 
osi:iiiating lcieplioiic niiinbess aiiti :idtlr-esscs of 9-1 - 1 calici-s t i l ; l t  arc ilisiiished by a se l -~icc  
sir~>piici-. 10. ; i t  2. Scction 772.1 IS ;ipl)iics iii e i i ~ c s ~ c n c y  c o i ~ ~ i i ~ i i i ~ i c a i i o i ~  districts for 
i i c s  I I o i l i i i ~ i ~  r i ~ ~ i l l i i ~ .  Scciioii 772.21s a!rpiics lo eiiiergency 
cciiiiiiiiiiiicati<>i~ disisicis hi- coiiiitics \\.it11 ii poi~iilatioii ovci- SO0.OOO. Scctioi~ 772.318 
;!l?piies lo cniesgeiicy conii~ii i i i icali i~~~ iiisli-icis Sol. co~iiiiies \\it11 a po1)iilntion over 20,000. 
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Siihcirupter E: \\,liicli applies to coiiiities \villi populations over 1.5 iiiillioii, i1oc.i iioc coiitaiii 
a coiifidentiality provisioii regardiiig 9- 1 -  1 teleplior?e iiiii~?bers aiid addresses. 5c.c. lic;~ltli 
Ri Safety Code $ 5  772.401, ei seq. Tli~is, if tile emergency comiiiiiiiicatioi~ disti-ict liere is 
siibjjcct to section 772.1 18, 772.218. or 772.318, then the t ~ \ \ ~ i i  must wirliliolcl tlic callci.~' 
origiiiatiiig addresses and plioiie nuiiibers in Exhibit B iiilder sectioii 552.101 01. tile 
Goveriinieiit Code to tlie esteiit tliis ii?ibi-iii:ition was provided by a sei-\,ice s i ip~~l ic i .  

Scctioii 552.101 of tile Goieriiiircnt Cotic also eiicoiiiprisscs tile coiiiiiion-In\\ i-iglit to 
)?riiasy. Co~iiiiioii-la\\ pi-ivncy protect.; iiilbriiiatioii if ( I  ) ilie inIl)riiiatioii coii!;iiils Iiiglily 
iiitiiiiatc or enibai-I-assin2 iacis. the ~piii>iicatioii of \vIiich \voiiIii Oc liiglily oi~jcciioii:ibIc io 
11 r~.nsoii;ihle pel-soil. aiid ( 2 )  the iiiforiii;itioii is not ot'legitiii~;~tc COIIC~I-11 to tlic jpiihlic, l~i!lii.s. 
Foi,iiiic/. I-. 2 ~ .  11itiir.c. ilccic/c,~ii Ut!., 540 S.\V.Zd 668. 685 (Tes.  1970). l'lie iypc of 
iliforiiiarion considered iiitiiiiatc aiid enibari-assiiig by tlreTcxas Supreine Coiii-t i i i  !iitlii.sii-iril 
Foiiiitiiiiioii included iiifoi-iiiatioii relatiiig to sexiial assaiiii, prcgii;iiicy, iiicnr:il or pliysical 
abuse i i i  tlic ~voi-kplace, iliegitin1:itc ciiildrcii, ~~sycli iatr ic ti-ealiiieiit o f  iiieiiial tlisordcrs, 
artcii~ptetl siiicidc. ;iiid iiijiii.ii.s to scsti;iI oig;ii1;. 10. at 683. 111 ;iiiiliiioii, 11iis of!icc. II:~.; fbiiiitl 

tliat soiiie kiiitls of iiiedic;il iiifornintioii or iiiibriiiatioii iiidicatiiig disnhiliiies or s1,eciiic 
illiiesses are excepted fro111 I-eqiiircd piihlic tlisciosiire under coniiiioii-In\\ lpi-i\;icy. 5c.e Opeii 
ilccoi-ds Decisionh'os. 470 (1 987) (illness fioiii se\~ercciiiotioiial andjob-I-elateti stress). 455 
(1987) (prescsiptioi? drugs, iliiiesses, opemtioiis, and jlhysical i~niidicaps). L\'e li;~vc 
reviewed l l ~ e  subn~itted recoi-tls :lild niarlted tlie iiifoi-mation t11;it iiiiist he \vitliliclti piirs~iaiii 
to section 552. I01 of tlic Govci-iiiiieiit Code i i i  conj~iiictioii \vith coiiiiiion-l:i\\. pi-iv:icy. 

Section 552. I30 oftlie Govei-nmeiit Code excepts froin disclos~ire ii?foriiizitioii t!i;it "I-cic~tcs 
to . . . a niotor vehicle opc~"'or'scor <]river's licci?sc 01- periiiil issiietl by ail agciicy oi'tliis 
stare [of1 n ii?otor vcl?icle title or scgistratioii issiiccl by air ascncy orthis  state." Cov't Cock 
$ 552.i3O. Tile to\vii ~iiiist \vitliIiold tlic informatioii yoii liavc iiiarl<cd, ;is \\ell as tlic 
atlditional iiiforniatioii \vc liavc niarkcd, ii~rder section 552.1 30 of  tlie <;overiiniciir Coclc. 

i i i  s i i ~ i ~ i i a ~  if tile c i i i c ~ ~ c y  c~iiiiii~iiiic:~tioii district Iii'i-e is s e c t  to 
scctioii 772.1 IS, 772.215. 31- 771.3 18, tlicii llic tow11 iiiiisi \\~itiilioltl tiic c:illcrs' oi~igiiicitiiig 
tidtlresscs aiiti plioiic iiriiiibcrs iii Erliibit IS iiiiilci- scctioii 552.101 oi'tlie Govci~iiiiii.irt C'oilc 
to tlic crtciii this iiifoi-iiiatioii was j?rovidctl by :I scrvice siippiicr. The to\\.ci iiirist i.iitli!iolti 
till: iiiSoriiiatioii \ve liavc i ~ i i c l  iiiitici- scctioii 552. 101 oi' tlic Cio\.ci-iiiiicnt Code in 
co:?jiiiictioii \\.it11 coiiiiiioii-lax pi-iv;icy. Tlic tow11 iiiust also \\ itiilioiil rile ii~icci-iiiiiiioi? yo11 
li~ivc iiiarkcd, as \\,ell as thc ndiiitioiial inforiiiatioii \ve have iii;irltctl. iiiidcr scciioii 552.130 
oi'tlic Govci-iiiiient Code. Tile I-eiiiairiing iiiformatioii iiiiist be releaseti to the ~cqiicstoi-. 

Tliis Ietlcr 1-iiliiig is liiiii~ccl to tlic ~p;ii~iic~iltir I-KOI-ds :it issiie i i i  this rcclticst :iiicI li~iiitcd to tlie 
Srlcts as presciiieci lo 11s; tlicrcfoi-c, tliis riiliii$ initst 11ot hc I-elieil iipoii cis :! lprevioiis 
tietcriiriiiatioii rcgariiiiig ;111y otlicr rccoriis or ;iii!' ollici- cii-ciiiiistaiiccs. 

This riiliiig triggers iiiipoi-taiit deaclliiics i.cgartlii?s t l ~ c  rigliis ;iiici I-cspoiisibilitics oi' tlic 
govcriii~ieiital bocly aiid of the requestor. For exaiiiple, go\'eriiiiieiital hoilics arc proliibitetl 



FI-on1 asking tlie attorney zenerai to reconsider tiiis ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.30 I (i). If tlic 
governmental body wants to c h a l l e t ~ ~ e  this i-tiling, tlte governmental body 111~ist aly?c;il by 
filing sitit iii Travis Coiinty \ i , i t I i i i i  30  caletidar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In  of-des to get tlie 
t i i l l  beliefit ofsiich an appeal, tlie govet-tii~~eiital body iilust file siiit \vitl?iti 10 caleiidnr ciriys. 

- - 
1 .  ~ 1 . 3 5 3 ( b ) ( 3 ) ,  (c). If tlie govcr-ninciital body docs 1101 :ippeal this riilitig and tlic 
govct-iiiiieiital body docs not coiiipl). ~sitl? ii. tllcii botli tlie rcqiiestor aird the attoriie!. gciicr;il 
11ai.e tile I-igllt to file suit agaiiisi llie go1.i.1-nniciital body to etik)i-cc tliis riiliiig. 111. 
$ 552.321(a). 

I f  this ruling requires the govet-iimeiital body to release all or part of ilie rccjiiestcd 
iiiibt-mation, the gover~iitieiitz~i body is rcspotisible for taking the nest step. Based on tile 
siaiiitc, the attorney general expects tli;it: upon receiving this I-~iliiig, 111" g~\~ernn-iciitaI body 
will either release tile pitblic I-ccords proiiiptiy piirsiiant to section 552.221(a) oi' tile 
Govei-iiiiient Code or file a ia\vsitit cli:iiieiigiiig this ruliilg 1x11-siitiiit to sectioir 552.371 oi'tlie 
Coseriiiiiciit Code. If tlic govet-iiiiiciitd boil\. iiiils to do oiic oi'llicsc tliiiigs. tlicir tlic 
i-cq~icst~?r slio~ild i-cpoi-t tli:it fiiilitrc to tl1ei1t~oi-iic~~ge1~ei-i1l's Opci? (~ii~\~ci-!?!iic~it 1 l i > ~ l i ~ ? c ,  toll 
t'rec. at (877) 073-6839. Tlic reqiiestor in;\! also iile a coinplaitit \vitii tlic district oicoitiity 
:iitor~icy. I(/. $ 552.32 1 j(e). 

If tliis I-iiliiig requires or perii?its tlie govci-iii?icnt;il body to \vitIil~old all or soiiic of tlie 
reqiiested inforiiintion, tlic rccjncsior caii appeal that decisioii by siiiiig the go~ret-iin?ci?taI 
body. Id .  552.321(a); 2 .~i1 .s  Ilei,'t of'Piili. S(!/i,t~. 1,. GiIhi.i~rii11, 842 S.\\'.2d 40s. 41 1 
('i'cs. App.--Austiti 1992, iio tvrit). 

Picasc rcnieiiibci- tliat iilidcr tlie Act tlie rcIe;ise of iiiforiiiation triggers cci-tail? ~".occ~i~i~-cs 
foi- costs aiid charges to tlic requestoi-. Ifrecot-ds ai-e released in coiiipliaiice \\.it11 tliis riiliiig. 
be siirc tiiut all ciiat-ges fot- llie iiiibrii~atioii are :it or  bcioiv the legal tiiiioiiiirs. Q!~cslioi>s or 
coinpl~iiiits about o\.er-c1i:ir-giiig iiiust be direcieil to Hadassalr Scliloss at the OStlcc of tile 
Attoriicy Genet-al at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If'tlie govet-~iniental body, the rccjitcsior, or tiiiy otlier 1>crsoii has qitcstioiis or coiii~iiciits 
;iboiit this r~iiirig, they iiiay contact oiir oftice. Altlioitgli tl?cre is iio statutot-y tlcaiiliiic Sol- 
coi?t;ictiiig 11s. llic attorney gciici-al prckrs  to receive aiiy coiiin?ctits \vitliiii I0 calciiiiat- tl:i)-s 
oftlie datc oi'tliis rtiliiig. 

Jaiiilc L. Fiores 
Assistaiit Attorney (;eiicral 
O~x11 IZccortls I)i\.ision 
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c: MI-. Neal Hawks 
5 101 Keitsington Coi~rt  
Flower Mound, Texas 75022 
(W/O enclosures) 


