
G R E G  A B B O T ?  

MI-. Joseph I-181-ney 
Assistant Ciiy Attorney 
City of  Corp~ i s  Cl~ris t i  
P.O. Box 9277 
Corp~ i s  Christi, Texas 78469-9277 

Yoii aslc \vliciI~es certain inforiiiatioii is siibject to reqiiireci piiblic ciisclosiire ~ l n d e s  the 
P~ibl ic  Iirfoi-i~~:itioi? Act  (tlie "Aci"). clial?tcs 552 of  tile Govesiiineiii Codc.  Voui-request was 
assigiied ID# 265832. 

The Coipiis Cl~sisti Police Dcprirtiiiciit (thc "dcpartiirent") I-eceived a request for inibsnr~ition 
i~e r t a i i i i i i~  to tile dc;itli oi 'a  iiaiiicd iiiciivitiiial. You state tliat ilie tlepcii-inleiit lias released 
sonic iiilbri~?atioi~. Yoii claim !)rat tile siibirrittetl iiifoi-illation is cscepteci froiii disclos~ire 
iii~der sectioiis 552.101: 552.103, 552.108,aird 552.119 o f i l ~ c  Govesiinieiit Codc. We have 
coilsidered tile exceptioiis yoii ci;iiiii ailti se\,ie\ved tlie suhiiii[ted iiribi-iiiatioi~.' 

Section 552.108 oftlie Goveniineiit Cocic csccpis ii.0111 pu1)Iic disc1osiii.e "[i]iiforiiiaiion lleld 
by a la\v ciiihrcciiiciii agcircy or  i~roscciiloi- illat dcc~is nit11 tlrc tlclcctioir, iilvcsligation, or 
proscciitiori oi'ci-inie . . . i f .  . . release of  tlic i i~ i i~rmat ion  tvoi~ld ii1tcril.i.e with the dctectioii, 
iiivcstigatioii, or proseciitioii of csiiiic[.]" Gov't  Code  8 552.1OS(a)(l ). A govei-nmental 
body tlia! claiiirs an esceptioil to disclosiirc ~iiidcr seciioii 5 5 2 1 0 S  irriisi seasoiiahly explain 

'\Ye iioic ilia! !.oii 1i:isc i-ci!:i~~~i~il ioi:i;. ~iitl>vi~i:ii~oii liiiiii tlic s~ih~inii!cil i i i jOr i i i ; i l i i ) i~ .  ,\ govcr~iiiiciitat 
body tiini siibiiiits iiifi,:iii;itiiiii to tiiis oilice i h r  iirc jii~i~):osc ofrcqiicstiiig ;ill opcii rccorils iriiliiig iilust do so iii 
;I iiiaiincr- tii;ii er~ahles tiiis office to ~ l c ~ c r - i ~ i ~ ~ i c  ivi~t:!!i~i- i l ~ e  i i i  jbriiiatioii coiiies ii i i i i i i i  tiic scopc oftiii csce~ptioii 
to ilisclosiirc. As wc arc ablc i n  t l i i  i ; isi:~ii~c 10 ;iiccrt;ii~i tiic iiaiiisc oiilic iiitb;i;ia:iiiii iliac yoii lia\,e i-edsctcd; 
tic i i l  c Ic tcr~~!i t i~ i\ li;tl~c: I I  is n c c ~ > i l ' ~ !  i j r > l i i  piii)lii ~i ici(~siisc.  I n  iiii '  ilitiirc. !;L,\\ cver. ilic dep:ii-iiiiciit siioiild 
ici;-air1 fi-oiii i-cd;ictiii~:iii\ iiilhsinialio~i !I>:!! :: si:Iiiiii!r :v iiiis oi'iicc i i i  sccl.:iii!: ; i i i  opcri r c c o r ~ i  i-iiliiig. See Co\,'i 
C L ~ I C  $ 5  j5?.3oi(cj( l j ( ! l j ,  ..302. 
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how and why this exception is applicable to the information at issue. See id. 
5 552.301(e)(l)(A); E.x p a r k  Pruitt, 55 1 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state that the 
submitted information relates to a pending criminal case. Based on your representation, we 
conclude that section 552.108(a)(l) is applicable in this instance. See Ho~tston Clzizlr~icle 
P ~ ~ b l ' g  Co. v. City of' Houstoii, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-No~~ston [14th 
Dist.] 1975), i~~ri!r.ej"d~l.r.c~., 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976) (percuriani) (eoiirtdelitieates law 
enforcement interests that are present in active cases). 

Mo\\~ever, section 552.108 does not except from disclosure "basic information about an 
arrested person, an arrest, or a crime." Gov't Code $ 552.108(c). Section 552.108(c) refers 
to the basic front-page infornlatioii held to be p~iblic in Hoiistoi~ C//ror2ic/e. The department 
must release basic iiiforniation, including a detailed description of tlie offense, even if this 
inforlaation does not literally appear on the front page of an offense report. See Noliston 
Chroilicie, 531 S.W.2d at 186-88; Ojletl Records Decision S o .  127 at 3-4 (1976) 
(siininiarizing types of inforiiiatioi~ deemed public by Hoilsior~ Cirroriicle). The department 
liiay withhold the rest of the subinitted information under section 552.108(a)(I) of the 
Gover~iiiient Code.' 

Tliis letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request arid limited to the 
facts as presented to 11s: therefore. tliis rciling miist not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruli~ig triggers important deadlines I-cgarding the rizhts aiid respoilsibilities of'the 
governn~ental body anci of the requestor. For example_ governmental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attoriiey general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.30l(fi. If the 
goveriirneiital body wants to clialler~ge this ruliiig. the goverii~~ieiital body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis Couiity witliiii 30 calendar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In order to get the 
full beliefit of such a11 appeal, the govcriinieiltal body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
id. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the gavel-nnlental body does not appeal this riiling and the 
governinental body does not co~liply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
ecneral have the right to file suit against the governmental body lo enforce this ruling. 
10. 5 552.321(a). 

if this riiling I-eqiiircs tile govcri~~iictital body to rciense ail oi- pi~t.t of the I-ccliiested 
ii~foriiiatioii, tile govci-niiienta! body is I-esl>oilsibie for ialtiiig thc next step. Based on tlre 
siatiitc, the attoriiey geiieral expects tliiit. lipon receiving illis rl~liiig, tlie govcrrin~ental body 
\\,ill either release the public records proiiiptly pitrsitant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Go\~eninient Code or tile a lawsnit cliaile~~ging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Governnieni Code. If tlie governmetital body fails to do one of these things. then the 
requestor should repoi-t that failiirc Lo tlie attoriiey general's Opeit Golei-rin~ent I-Ioiline. toll 
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free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with tile district or county 
attorney. Id $ 552.3215(e). 

if this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. $ 552.32l(a); Texas Dep'r ofPilb Safe@ v. Gilbi-eat!?, 842 S.\V.Zd 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no hrit). 

Please reinember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are released in compliance with this ruling, 
be sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attoriley General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the goven~n~ental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive ally con~rnents within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa V. Cubriel 
Assistant Attorney Geiieral 
Open Records Division 

c: Mr. Chi-istopher J. Gale 
115 East Travis, Suite 618 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
(\v/o enclosures) 


