
G R E G  A B B O T T  

March 5, 2007 

Ms. P. Amstrong 
Assistant City Attorney 
Criminal Law and Police Division 
City of Dallas 
1400 South Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 75215 

Dear Ms. Amstrong: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infornlation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 272606. 

The City of Dallas (the "city") received arcquest for all reports related to ananled apal-tment 
co~llplex since December of 2005. You claim that the submitted reports are excepted from 
disclosure under sections 552.101,552.108, and 552.130 ofthe Government Code. We have 
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the s~ihn~ittcd infomatiori 

Section 552.108(a) oftlie Government Code excepts from disclosure "[i]nfomlation held by 
a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime . . . if: (1 )release ofthe information wo~ild interfere with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of crime." See Gov't Code $ 552.108(a)(I). Gencl-ally, a 
governmental body claiming section 552.108 n~us l  reasonabl~i explain how and \brlly thc 
rclease of the requested infomation would interfere with law enfoforcement. See itl. $6 
552.108(a)(l), .301(c)(l)(A); see ciiro E.spni.te Pniitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You 
state that the submitted reports are related to pending investigations and prosecrrtions. See 
Hoziston CI7roizieie P~ihl'g Co. 1,. Cih' oj"floitstor1, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.---- 
Flouston [14th Dist.] I975), ~ r r i f  r<f'dr~.i..e. per etl~-icirrz, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tcx. 1976) (COLII? 
delineates law cnforcemcnt interests that arc present in active cases). Therefore, the 
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department may withhold the inforination marked under section 552.108(a)(I) of the 
Government Code. The remaining information must be released. Because ourdeternlination 
on this issue is dispositive, we need not address your remaining arguments against disclosure. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this niling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circilmstances. 

This n~l ing  triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, go\~emniental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney ge~leral to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.301(t). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the govern~nental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such a11 appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Id. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the govem~nental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Id. $ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the gove~nmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is respo~isible for taking tlie next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the goveminental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.22l(a) of the 
Governmelit Code or file a lawsuit challenging this rulingpursiiaiit to section 552.324 ofthe 
Government Code. If tlie goveril~nental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that fai l~~re to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or county 
attorney. Id. 5 552.32i5(e). 

If tliis ruliug requires or permits the governinental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested infomtation, the requestor- can appeal that decision by suing the govemniental 
body. Id. 5 552.321(a); Tcrns Dcp't of Pzth. Safetj. 1,. C;ilhi-enrl~, 842 S.W.2d 408. 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of infor~i~atio~i triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are released in con~pliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for tlie infor~nation arc at or below tlie legal amouiits. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to 1-ladassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the govern~~icntal bocly, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may co~itacl our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
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contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Justin D. Gordon \--_J 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

ReE ID# 272606 

Enc. Subniitted documents 

c: Ms. LaKena Curtis 
4909 Haverwood Lane XI404 
Dallas, Texas 75287 
(W/O enclosures) 


