
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
- .-- 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

April 13, 2007 

Ms. Sandy Dudley 
Records Coordinator 
City of Cleburne 
P.O. Box 677 
Cleburne. Texas 76033-0677 

Dear Ms. Dudley: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required p~tbIic disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), ehapier 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned lD#275618. 

The Cleburne Police Depat-tment (the "department") received a request for arrest reports 
iiiade on two specified dates regal-ding a named person. You state that some of the requested 
inhrmation has been released to the requestor. You claim that some of the I-emaining 
requesied i~lfortnation is excepted from disclos~lre under sections 552.101, 552.130, 
and 552.147 of the Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and 
reviewed the submitted information. 

Initially, we note that the suhlnitled documents incl~tde CRB-3 accident report forins that 
appear to have been completecl pulsuant to chapter 550 of thC Transportation Code,' Set: 
Traiisp. Code 5 550.064 (officer's accident report). Section 550.065(~)(4) proviiies for the 
~.ele;lse of  ~lcciclenr repoi-ts to a penon who provitles two of the following three pieces of 
iilformaiioii: ( 1 )  clatc of the accident: (2) naine of any person involved in the accident; and 
(3) specific locirrion of ihc ~iccidenl. lrl. 8 550.065(c)(4). Under this provision. tile 
Department of Public Safety or aiiothcr governmental entity is I-equired to release a copy of 

'The Tcxns I)ep;~riment of  Puhlic Safety infoinis its thai the Tcx:ls Peace Officer's Accidcni Rcpoi-t. 
ST-3 ioi-in. has heel1 replacccl by thc Texas Peacc Olficei's Crash Rcpori. CRR-3 I x m .  
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an accident report to a person who provides the agency with two or more pieces of 
information specified by the statute. Id. Here, the requestor has provided the department 
with two of the required pieces of information. Thus, the department must release the 
CRB-3 accident reports to the requestor in their entirety under section 550.065(c) of the 
Transportation Code. 

Section 552.10 l of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
lo be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code $552.101. Seciion 552.101 encompasses the common law right to privacy. Coi~imon 
law privacy protects inform:itiori that is ( I )  highly intimate 01- ernbarr-assing, such that its 
I-elease would be iiighly ol>jcctionablc to a per-son of orciinary sensibilities, anci (2) of no 
legitimate p~iblic interest. See 11lilit.s. Fottrlti. v. Tes. 1ntlil.s. Accident Bti., 540 
S.W.Zd668,685 (Tex. 1976). The typeof informationconsidered intimate ande~nbarrassing 
by theTexas SupremeCourt in Ir~m'~r.str-in1 Fottntlation included information relating to sexual 
assault, pregnancy, mental or physical abuse in the workplace, illegitimate children, 
psychiatric treatlnent of mental disorders, attempted suicide, and injuries to sexual 
organs. 540 S.W.2.d at 683. In addition, this office has found that some kinds of medical 
information or information indicating disabilities or- specific illnesses is excepted from 
I-equired public disclos~ire under common law privacy. See Open Records Decision Nos. 470 
(1987) (illness froin severeemotional ai~djoh-relatedstress), 455 (1987) (prescription drugs, 
illnesses, ope~.ations, arid physical handicaps). IJpon review, we have markeci the 
information that musi be witlihelci ~tntiei- section 552.101 in cor!juiiction with common law 
privacy. We find, however, that the remaining iiiforniation is not intimate or embarrassing 
or is of a legitimate public interest. Therefore, none of the remaining information is 
confidential under the doctrine of common law privacy, and it may not be withheld under 
section 552.101 on that basis. 

Section 552.130 of thc Government Code excepts fi-om disclosure information that "relates 
io . . . a inotol- vehicle operator's or ill-ives's Iice~ise or permit issued by an agency of this 
statc [or] ;I motor vehicle title 01- registration issued by ari agency of this state." Gov't Code 
$ 552.130. Tl?ereihre. the tlepiil-imeiii I I ~ L I S ~  wiilihold Ilic Texas clrivei-'s liceiise and motor 
veliicle recoril information you have mnrkccl, in additio~? to the iriibrmntion we liave marked, 
 uncle^- section 552.130. 

We note that you have marked social secut-ity numbers. Section 552.147(b) of the 
Government Code authorizes agover~rmental body to redact a living person's social security 
nuinbci- from public relcase without ihe necessity of requesting LI decision from this office 
under the Act. Therefore, the department may withhold the mal-ked social security nunibers 
uncler section 552.147. 

111 siimni:isy, thc CRB-3 ;iccicici~t repoi-is must hc rcieasetl to tlie requestor i n  il~eii- entireiy 
L I I ~ L I C ~  section 550.065 of tlic Tr;l~isposi;iiio~i C:otlc. l'hc ilcparirneni ~ i i i~s i  \vitl~liold the 
iiif~.oi-m;ition we have inasheti iincier seciion 557.101 i n  coi~juriction wilh coii1mon law 
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privacy. The department must withhold the markedTexas driver's licence and motor vehicle 
record information under section 552.130. The department may withhold the social security 
numbers you have marked under section 552.147. The department must release the 
remainder of the requested information to the requestor. 

This letter ruling is limited to the p:trtictiiar records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previo~~s  
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.301(f). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30calendar days. Icl. 8 552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calend~lr days. 
Id. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c), It' the govern~nental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not co~nply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney general 
have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. I d .  
$ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects tliat, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Cocle or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmentai body fails to iio one of these things, then the 
Irequestor should report that failure to the attorney genei-al's Open Government EIotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a coinplaint with the district or 
county attorney. Icl. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling reqt~ires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or- some of the 
req~~esteci information, the requestol- can appeal that decision by suing the gove~-nmeiit:~l 
body. Irl. $ 552.32l(a): 7'r~.\-~i.s Ilep't ofPilh. S(iji,v 1,. Gilhr-c~itli, 842 S.W.2cl 408, 41 I 
(?'ex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

l'lense ren~einber that under tlle Act tile release of iiifol-matioil 11-iggers certain procedu~-es thr 
costs and charges to the Irecluestor. 1Sreco1-cis are released in  compliance with this ruling. be 
sui-e that all charges foi- the inlhrmation are at or below the legal amounts. Questions 01- 

complaints about over-chat-ging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the I-equestor, or any other person h:ts questioiis or comments 
;ibout this ~-uli~ip. they may contact ~ L I I -  office. Although there is no statutory tleaciline for  
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contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely: 

Debbie K. Lee 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 27561 8 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Elizabeth A. Tayloi 
10 13 Berkley 
Cleburne, Texas 76033 
(wlo enclosures) 


