
May 21,2007 

Mr. Ronald J. Bounds 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Corpus Christi 
P.O. Box 9277 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78469-9277 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

Dear Mr. Rounds: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to requiredpuhlic disclosure under the Public 
Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 279005. 

The City of Corpus Christi (the "city") received a request for five categories of information 
relating to crushed concrete flexible base lab reports and con~munications. You state that 
you have released some information to the requestor. You state that the city does not 
maintain information responsive to the fifth category of the request. You claim that parts of 
the submitted information are excepted from disclosure under section 552.137 of the 
Government Codc.' We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the 
submitted information 

Section 552.137 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a 
member of the public thai is provided for the purpose of co~nmunicating electronically with 
a governmental body" unless the member of the public coilsents to its release or the e-mail 
address is of a type specifically excluded by subsection(c). See Gov't Code 5 552.1 37(a)-(c). 
Section 552.137 does not apply to a government enlployee's work e-mail address because 
such an address is not that ofthe employee as a "member of ttic p~~blic," but is instcad the 
address of the individual as a government employee. This section does not protect the work 

"i'lie city i~ifornn us that it withdraws the remaining exceptions to disclosure that it raised in its leltcr 
dated  march 19, 2007. 
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e-mail addresses of the e~nployees of an entity with which a govemnlental body has a 
contractual relationship. Icl. 5 552.137(~)(1). You inform 11s that the individuals at issue 
have not affirmatively consented to the release of their e-mail addresses. Thus. to the extent 
that the e-mail addresses you havemarked are not specifically excluded by subsection (e)(l), 
you must withhold the marked e-mail addresses pursuant to section 552.137 of the 
Government Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issne in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this r ~ ~ l i n g  must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circunlstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmental body and of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this k i & .  Gov't Code § 552.30l(f). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the govenlmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. $552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the govemmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
If!. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governniental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Id. 5 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, tlie attorney general expects that, upon receiving this niling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling p~irsuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Goveinmcnt Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a coiilplaint with the district or 
county attorney. If!. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits tlie govemnlental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the govemmental 
body. Id. 5 552.321(a); Texas Dep'f ofP~rh. Sffei,v 1'. C;i!hi-eciriz, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. Apl~.-A~istii~ 1992, no writ). 

Please rcrnenlbcr that under the Act the release of informatioil triggers certain procedi~rcs for 
costs aud charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this I-i~ling, be 
sure that all charges for the information arc at or below the lcgal amounts. Q~iestions or 
cornplai~its about ove~charging must be dir-ected to Hadassah Scliloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 



Mr. Ronald J. Bounds - Page 3 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comnlents within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Kara A. Batey 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 279005 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. John E. Torrey 
Secretary 
HAAS Materials Inc. 
P.O. Box 271355 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78427 
(W/O enclosures) 


