
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
G R E G  A B B O T T  

May 2 I ,  2007 

Ms. ~Moira Schilke 
Assistant District Attorney 
Drtllas County 
41 1 Elm Street, Suite 500 
Dallas, Texas 75202-3384 

Dear Ms. Schilke: 

You ask whethercertain information issub.jeci to required public tlisclosi~re underthe Public 
Inforiiration Act (the "Act"). chapter 552 of tihe Go\eriii?ient Code. You]- reijiiest was 
assigned ID# 279229. 

Dallas County {the "county") received a request for all bids submitted iit 2006 for the 
operation of Dallas County Jail Commiss:lry. You state that some of the requested 
information will be released to the requestor. YOLI do not take a position as to whether the 
s~rbmitted information is excepted under the Act: however, you state. and provide 
documentation showing. that you notifiedswanson Services Corporation ("Swanson") of the 
county's receipt of the request for information and of its right to s~~bn i i t  arguments to this 
office as to why the requested information shoiildnot be releasecl to the requestor. See Gov't 
Code 3 552.305(tl): see c i l s o  Open Recorcls Decision No. 542 [ 1990) (statutory predecessor 
to section 552.305 permits governmental body to I-el) oii iriteresteci tlrird party to and 
explain applicability of exception in the Act in certain circurnstancesi. We have considered 
)TOLIT arguments and reviewed the submitted information. 

Initially, you inform us that some of the requested information was the subject of aprevious 
request for information, in response to which this office issued Open Records Letter 
No. 2007-01998 (2007). With regard to information in  the current request that is identical 
to the information previoitsly requested and ruled upon by this office. we concliide that. as 
vve liat-e no indication that the law. facts. c~iid circiimstairczs 011 \vliicli the prior ruling \v:ls 
biiscd have cllanged. tire county nrui  coi>tiiiue to I-el). on tlris ruling :IS :I previoiis 
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dctel-n~iiiatioii niicl \vitiilioltl or ~cle:ic tliis iiil'oriii:itio~i in  accord;liici. \vitli Opeii Kccorils 
Letter No. 2007-01998. Sr,e Open Recoi-(1s Decision No. 673 (2001 ) (so long as laiv, hcts .  
r~ndcircumstances on which prior ruling was based have not changed. first type of previous 
determination exists where requested information is precisely same information as was 
addressed in prior attorney general ruling, ruling is addressed to same governmental body, 
and ruling concludes that information is or is not excepted froin disclosure). 

We next address the subn~itted inforination. which was trot at issite i;i Ope11 iiecortls Letter 
Yo. 2007-01998. An interestetl tliirtl party is alloucd ten busiiiess clays after tile tlote of its 
~scceipt of [lie ~o\~eriimental hi~dy's iii>iici. iinc1i.i- sccrioii 552305(d) io siihinit its rciisons. i f  
Linq'. us to \ v h y  ~reil~~estetl itifoi-matioil icl~itiiig L C ,  i i  \lioiiIil hc \\~itlilieltl ii-0111 tliscli)s~irc. Sce 
Gov't Code 5 552.305jd)[2)(B). As of tlie (late of tlris letttr, Siv~ll~son has not subniitted to 
this office any reasons explaining why its information should not be released. We thus have 
no b~asis for concludiny that any portion of the submitted irilbrmstion is subject to the 
protected proprietary interest of Swanson, and the county inay not withhold any portion of 
the suhrnitted information on that basis: See Open Records Decision Nos. 66 1 at 5-6 (1 999) 
(to prevent disclosure of commercial or financial information. party tuust show by specific 
fr~ctual evidence, not conclusory or generaiizetl allegations. tlrat rele:ise of requested 
infor-mation woultl cause that party su1~st:tritial coiripetitivc /1:1r171). 552 rlt 5 ( l9OOj (party 
ir~ust establisl~ pi-iti~ciJiicie case that info!-inntion is tl.ade secreti. 5-12 at 3. A\ you raise no 
additional arg~~ti~eirts against the discios~rre oftire s~ibnritted infornintion. i t  must he releriseti 
to the requestor. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and respollsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, gover-nmental bodies are prohibited 
froin asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.30ijt). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling. the governinental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendnl-clays. Id. $ 552.321(h). 111 oi-der to get the f~lll 
beliefit of such an appeal, the goveriimental body must iilc sitit witliin 10 caIciii1:u- days. 
111. $ 552.353(b)(3). (c), If tlie ~ovcri~nic~ital boil) tloes not rtppc;il this riiling and tile 
governmental body does not comply \vi th  i t .  tlicir both [lie ~rcqiiestor ;iiicl tile attorney 
general hni~e the right to file suit against the $overnmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Id .  $ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling reqiiires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governinental body is responsible for taking tlie next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of tile 
G~\~erni i ient  Code or file a lriwsuit challenging this I-ulin~ pul-su:int to section 552.324 of tile 
Go\7eriiment Code, li' the governmental body friils to tlo onc of tiiese thinss. then the 
i-eq~~estor should report thnc '~il~irc to tlie attorlit) gciiei-al's Opeti Ciovernmetir Hotline, 
toll fiee. at (877) 673-6839. Tliz recjuestor niny also file :I conipl:~int \i.itli tire tlistrict or 
coiinty attorney. Icl. $ 552.3215(e). A 
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If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by siiing the go\,ernmental 
body. Id. 5 552.32 ](a); Tc2x-it,s Dep'r of Pifh. 5qfi. t~ 1.. Gilhr-rciflr; 842 S.\\'.2d 408, 4 I l 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no w i t ) .  

Pleasc remember that under the Act the release of information tripgers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. ICrecords are released i i i  compiiaiice with this ruling. be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be ciirected to Hadassah Schioss at tlir Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body. the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this riding, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any coininents within I0 calendar days 
of the date of tliis ruling. 

Sincerely. 

L. Joseph James 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 279229 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Blake Massey 
KCN Regional Manager 
Keefe Group 
3 101 Marquis Drive; Suite 200 
G:irland, Texas 75042 
(w/o enclosures) 


