
G R E G  A B B O T T  

May 2 I .  2007 

Ms. Charlotte L. Staples 
Taylor Olson Adkins Sralla Elam L.L.P 
City of North Richland Hills 
6000 Western Place, Suite 200 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107-4654 

Dear Ms. Staple:  

You ask whether certain informaiion is sitbject to required public disclosiire uiider [lie Public 
Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 283042. 

The City of North Richiand Hills (the "city") received a request for information related to 
complaints regarding the requestor's address. You claim that some of the requested 
information is excepted from clisclosure under section 552.101 ofthe Government Code. We 
have considered the exception you clailn and  reviewed tlie submitted information. 

Section 552.101 excepts fro~n public disclositre "information considered to be confidential 
by law, either constitutional, statutory. or byjudicial decision." Gov't Code 9 552.101. This 
exception encompasses the informer's privilege. which has long been recognized by Texas 
courts. E.g., Ag~tilnr v. State, 444 S.W.2d 935, 937 (Tex. Crim. App. 1969): Hrri.vt/zorrze v. 
State, 10 S.W.2d 724,725 (Tex. Crim. App. 1928). The informer's privilege protects froin 
disclosure the identities of persons who report activities over which the governmental body 
has criminal or qitasi-criminal law-enforcement authority. provided that the subject of the 
ini'ormation does not already know the informer's identity. Operi Records Decisioil No. 208 
at 1-2 (1978). The informer's privile~e protects the identities of inciividuals w l~o  repor-t 
violaiioiis ~ t ' s t ; ~ t ~ t e s  to the polics or sin~ilar law-enf'orcement ngericies, as ivell as those who 
report violations oi'statutes withcivil orcrii-r~innl penalties to "aiiniinistrtrtivr officials having 
a duty of inspection or of law enforceinent ivithiii their partic~tlai- spheres." Open Records 
Decision No.  279 at 2 (I98 1). The report must be ofa violation of acritninal or-civil statute. 
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Sre Open Records Decision Nos. 582 at 2 ( 1  990), 5 15 at 4-5 ( 19x8). 7112 prisilcgc excepts 
the informer's statement only to the extent necessary to protect that infoi-nier's identity. 
Opeti Records Decision No. 549 at 5 (1990). 

You state that the inforination at issue pertains to complaints made to tlie city alleging 
violcitions of  a section of  the city's 01-dinance, which are misdemeanors. Based oil your 
I-epreseiitatiotis and our review1 of the scibmitred information, we agree that the city may 
ivithhold the ideiitiiying information you have iiigiiliglited i i i  the sitbniitti.ii ciocumeiits 
pursiiant to section 552.101 01' ilie Goveriiiiient Code i n  coiijuiiciion witti the cornmorl-lr~w 
informer's privilege. The city niust release the I-cnlaining irrformatioii. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of  the 
governmental body and of the requestor, For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
froin asking the attorney geiieral to reconsider this rtiling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(1). if the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30calendar days. Id. $552.324(b), In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body must file s~iit  withi11 10 calendar days. 
Id. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the goscrnmental bocly does not appecil this I-~iling atid the 
gavel-niiiei~tal hotly does liot coiiil?ly \\it11 i t .  tlien holli tile ireijiiestoi- :ii i i l  the ;ittori?ey 
eeneral have tile right to file suit agaiiist the ~oserniiicntcil body to eiil'orce this 1-uling. - 
lcl. 5 552.321(a), 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the recjuested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records pi-omptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file al;t~siiitchaileti~ing this ruling pursuant to sectioii 552.324 of the 
Governinent Code. If  the govei-nmcntal body fails to do oiie of these tiiings. then the 
l.ecluestol- sltould i.cport that I';iiliii-c to the :ittoriiey gciicral's Opsri Govci-i~iiieiit Ilotliiic, 
toll free, cit (877) 673-6839. Tlic recjuestor niay also file a complaint \sit11 the tlistrict or 
county attorney. Id. 3 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id .  $ 552.321(a); Terns Dep't ($Pub. S o f e h  v. Gilbretrtii, 842 S.U7.2d 408. 41 i 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Piease rememberthat ~iiidi?r thc Act the rele~ise olinfoi-iiiation ti-iggers cci-taiii procediires for 
costs and cliai-gcs to the 1-ecjtiesroi-. IS i-ccords Lire releascii it1 coinpli:tiicc \\ it11 1111s I-tiling. be 
sure that all charges for tlie inlorm;ition are at or below the legal amouiits. Questioiii or 
cornplaints about over-charging must be directed to H~idassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

A 
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If the governnlental body, the requestor, or any other person tins cluestions or comlncnts 
a b o ~ ~ t  this r~~ling,  they may contact our office. Altho~igh there is no statutory tieadline foi- 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any coinments within 10 c;~icndar tL:rys 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

--, f._;i$z :- .-* 

L. Joseph James 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Divisioti 

Ref: ID# 283042 

Ene. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Jennifer Chappell 
8200 Beverly Drive 
North Richland Hills. Texas 76180 
(W/O enclosures) 


