
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
- 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

June 14,2007 

Ms. Katherine Powers 
Assistant City Attorney 
Criminal Law and Police Division 
1400 South Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 752 15 

Dear Ms. Powers: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Piiblic Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 28 1309. 

The Dallas Police Department (the "department") received a request for "any and all public, 
non-privileged records" pertaining to a named individual, including accident report 
number 191308T. You claim that the submitted information is excepted fro111 disclosure 
undcr sections 552.101, 552.108, and 552.130 of the Government Code.' JVe have 
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the s~ibmitted information. 

Section 552,101 of the Government Code excepts froin disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code $ 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses information made confidenLia1 by other 
statutes. Section 550.065ib) of the Transportation Code states that except as provided by 
subsection (c), accident reports are privilcgecl and confidential. T~ansp. Code 3 550.0hS(b). 
Section 550.065(~)(4) provides for the I-elease of accident reports to a person who provides 
two of the following three pieces of information: ( I )  date of the accident; (2) name of any 
per so^^ involved in the accident; and(3) specific location of the accident. 10. $550.065(c)(4). 

1 You assert that piirlions of  tire suhmittcd inroririation arc coiifidential undcr scciion 550.065 of thc 
'1-cxas Transporiation Code asid section 31 1.083 of the Governinent Codc. Tllc correct encepiion to nsscrt wlicn 
claiiiiinp that inl'i,rii~ntioo 1.7 confidential by i:~a and t11u.s excepted ii-onr disclosure lindcr rhc Act is  
scciion 552.101 of tlrz Govcsnmcnt Codc. 
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Under this provision, the Department of Public Safety or another governmental body is 
required to release a copy of an accident report to a person who provides the governmental 
body with two or more pieces of information specified by the statute. Id. In the present 
request, the requestor has not provided the required information. Accordingly, the 
department must withhold the submitted accident report pursuant to section 552.101 in 
conjunction with 550.065 of the Transportation Code.' 

Section 552.108(a)(l) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "[ilnformation held 
by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime [ifJ release of the information would interfere with the detection, 
investigation. or prosecution of crime." Gov't Code 5 552.108(a)(l). A governmental body 
claiming section 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why the release of the requested 
irlformation would interfere with law enforcement. See id. $5 552.108(a)(l), ,301 (e)(l)(A); 
see also E.xpiirte Pr~iitt,  551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). Yo~i state that the siibmitted incident 
report relates to a pending criminal investigation and the release of this infor~~~ation would 
interfere with the criminal investigation. Based on this representation, we conclude that the 
release of the submitted incident report would interfere with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime. See Ho~lston Clirotiicle Publ'g Co. v. City of' Houstorz, 531 
S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.1 1975), tvritref'dn.r.e., 536 S.W.2d 559 
(Tex. 1976) (court delineates law enforcement interests that are present in active cases). 
Thus, we agree that the department may withhold the submitted incident report under 
section 552.108(a)(I). The department does not object to the release of basic information. 
See Gov't Code $ 552.108(c) (basic information not excepted from disclosure by 
section 552.108).' 

In siitnmary, the department must withhold the submitted accident report pursuant to 
scction 552.101 in conjunction with section 550.065 of the Transportation Code. With the 
exception of basic information, the department may withhold the submitted incident repol-t 
pursuant to section 552.108. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and lirnited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a pl-cvious 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsihiiities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For cxample, governmental bodies are prohibited 
TI-om asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301 ( f ) .  If the 

'As our ruling is dispositive, wc need not address your renraiiiing argiinieni against discli~surc ofthis 
iniormatioii. 

1 As oiir ruling is dispositive, wc nccJ nut :~ddress your remaining argurlicnt against disclosiii-c of t!iis 
inSorrn::lion. 
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Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Stephanie Young 
Figari & Davenport 
3400 Bank of America Plaza 
901 Main Street 
Dallas, Texas 75202-3796 
(wio enclosures) 


