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Ms. P. Armstrong 
Assistant City Attorney 
Criminal Law & Police Divisioii 
City of Dallas 
1400 South Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 7521 5 

G R E G  A B B O T 1  

Dear Ms. Am~strong: 

You ask whether certain infbr~nation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (tile "Act"), cl~apter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 285409. 

Tlie Dallas Police Department (the "depa~iment") received a request for a specified incident 
report. You claim that portions of tile requested information are excepted from disclosure 
under sectio~is 552.108 and 552.130 of the Government Code. JVe have considered the 
exceptions you claiin anti reviewed ihc submitted reprcsentativc sample of infon~iation.' 

Section 552.108(a) of tlre Government Code excepts from required public ilisclos~~re 
"[i]nfoi-n~aiion held by a laxit enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with thc detection, 
investigation, or prosecirtio~i of crime" if tlie iiiforniatioti nieets certain requirements, such 
that: 

(1) release of tlrc information would ii?tcrScre with the detection, 
investigation or prosecution of crime[.] 

' We -usnine that t l~e  representative saiiiple of records siiblnitted to this office is triliy represeiitati\,e 
of tlie ieqiicsted records as a wliolc. S m  Ope11 l?ccords Decisioi? n'os. 499 (19S8), 497 (1988). This open 
records 1et:er does not rcach and, tlicrcfoic, does not aiithoiize tlie u.itlilioldiiig of any otlicr rcqiicstig recorcls 
to tlic cxieiit tliat tliosi. rccords contiaii! siibsta:itially differe;?t types of i~iformatiori than that siihlliitied to this 
office. 
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Gov't Code 5 522.108(a). Generally, a governmental body claiming section 552.108 must 
reasonably explain how arid why the release of the requested information would interfere 
with law enforcement. See id. 5 522.108(a)(l); see also Exparte Prttitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 
(Tex. 1977). 

You state that the submitted infonnation pertains to ape~ldingcriminal investigation. Based 
on tliis claim and our review of the information at issue, we co~~clude that the release of the 
information you have marked would interfere with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime. See Hoiistor~ Chrorzicle Publg. Co. V ,  City of 1foz1stoiz, 531 S.W.2d 
177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Illouston [14th Dist.] 1975), writ ref'c1n.r.e. per curium, 536 S.W.2d 
559 (Tex. 1976) (court delineates law e~lforcemei~t interests that are present in active cases). 
Thus, the department may withhold the iilformatioil you have marked under section 
552.108(a)(l) of the Government Code. 

Section 552.130provides that infom~ationis excepted from requiredpublic disclosure "ifthe 
inforn~ation relates to: (1) a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit issued by 
an agency ofthis state; [or](2) a motor vehicle title or registration issued by an agency ofthis 
state[.]" Gov't Code 5 552.130. Upon review, we agree that you must withhold the Texas- 
issued motor vehicle record inforinalion you have marked under section 552.1 30. 

In summary, the department inust withhold the Texas-issued motor vehicie record 
iilfomatiorl that you have marked under section 552.1 30 of the Goveriiment Code. The 
department may withhold the information you have marked under section 552.108(a)(l) of 
tlie Governiiient Code. The I-e~iiaining information must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the pauticular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must ilot be relied  pol^ as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers impoi-tant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of tlie 
governmeiltal hody and of the requestor. For example, govemmental bodies are prohibited 
f~-oi-il asking the attorney general to reconsider tliis ruiiiig. Gov't Code 5 552.301(0, If the 
governineiltal body wants to challenge this ruling, the goveniinental body must appeal by 
fiiing suit in Travis Courlty withi11 30 calendar days. Id. 6 552.324(b). 1n order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the goueri~mental body i ~ ~ u s t  file suit within 10 calendar days. 
id. 6 552.353(b)(3), (e). If the gover~lineiltal body does not appeal this ruliiig and the 
govemmental hody does iiot cornply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
geileral have the riglit to iile suit against the govemmental body to enforce this nrling. 
It1. 5 552.321(a). 

If this ruliilg requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
infomation, the gover-nmer:al body is resporlsible for taking the next step. Based oil the 
statirle, tile attorney geiieral espccts Illat, upon receiving Illis ruling, tlie govem~iienial hody 
will either release tile pul>lic records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(aj of tlic 
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Governnient Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 ofthe 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to tlie attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Icl. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Icl. 5 552.321(a); Tesas Dep't of Pub. Snfetj~ v. Gilbreatlz, 842 S.W.2d 408, 411 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remcinber that under tlie Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

if the govem~nenlal body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this rul~ng, they may contact our oflice. Although there is no statutory deaditne for 
contact~ng us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of t h ~ s  ruling 

Sincerely, 
i 

Ass~stanl Attorncy Generai 
Open Recoids Division 

Ref ID# 285409 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Linda Picities 
Pickles Express Doc~~ments 
P.O. Box 276 
Josepl~inc, Texas 75 164 
(.rv!o enclosures) 


