
Ms. Monica Hernandez 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of San Antonio 
P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio, Texas 78283 

Dear Ms. Heniandez: 

You ask whethei- certaiii information is subject to required public disclosure under the Public 
inform:ttioii Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Govei-nment Code. Yoril- I-eiluest was 
assigned ID## 281428. 

The City of San Ailtonio (the "city") received a request for informatioi~ rclatetl to a dog bite 
iiicident involving the requestor's client, as well as inforinatiou related to thc vaccination and 
veterinarian examination of the dog at issue. You state that you havc I-eleased a portion of 
t l j ~  rccjuested inforin:1tioi1. You also state tlia! the city iias no tlocumei~ts respo~isive to a 
poi-tion of the request. W e  note that the Act does not require a governmental body to 
tlisclose informatioii that did ilot exist ;it the tiinc the request was received. Ecorz. 
Oj~j)ortil~zitic..c Il(?ib. Cor]~.  1;. Bustcrin~iitc?, 562 S.W.2d 266 (?'ex.Civ.App.--Sail 
Aiitonio 1978; writ tiism'd); Open Records Decision No. 452 a! 3 (1986). You claim that 
the siibmitted infornla!ion is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of tlic 
Government Code. We havc coilsidered the exception you claim and I-cviewed tlie submitted 
information. 

Section 552.101 excepts from disclosure "informatioii coiisidcreci to be coiifidei~tial by law, 
ci!her constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decisioii" :inif eiicoinpasscs informatioil in;~ilc 
conficleiitial by other statutes. Section 826.021 i of the Healih arid Safety Code providcs in 
pcrtineiit ]pait that "ji]nforr~latioi~ coiitaii~cd in a rabies \raccinatioii cci-iific;itc or iii any record 
coinpileti fro]?? thc information contained iii one or inoi-c certificates that icieiitifics or tciids 
to ideiitity ail ownei- or an aiiducss, tclcl?l~onc niii-t~ber. oi- oilier ~;crsoiially icici~tifyiiig 
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information of an owner of a vaccin:ited aiiiinal is confidential and not subject to clisclosure 
under Chapter 552, Government Code." Health 8r Safety Code 8 826.021 I(a). The only 
exception to this confidentiality is that the ii~formtition may be disclosed "to a govcrilmental 
eiitity for purposes related to the protcctioii of public health and safety." Id. 8 826.021 1(b). 
You assert that section 826.021 1 applies to the rahies vacciiiution certification at issue. Upon 
review, we agree that section 826.021 1 is applicable to soiiie of the information at isstic. 
Accordiiigly, we concludc that tile iiifori~iatioii we have marked is confidential untier 
section 826.021 1 of tlie Health and Safety Code, and tiius must be wiililielcl ~inder 
section 552.101 of the Government Code. Ilowevei, the reiii:iiiiing iiiforination ciocs not 
coiistitiite personally identifying iiiforination oS the owner of the vacciiiated aiiirnal; 
therefoi-e, this iiiforrliation must be released to the reqlicstor. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular recorcis at issue in this request and limited to the 
fiicis as presenled to us; therefore, this l-~~ling inust not he relied upon as a previous 
tietermination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling ti-iggers important ileadlines rcgai-ding the I-ights aiid responsibilities of the 
goveriimental body and of the requestor. For example. govcriimenta! bodies arc prohibited 
SI-om asking the attorney general to recoiisiticr t!!is ruliiig. Gov't Code $ 552.30l(f). If thc 
gover!imental body wants to challenge this ruling, the goveriiineiital body rnrist appeal by 
Siiilig suit in Travis Coiirlty within 30 calentlardays. Id. 8 552.324(b). In order to get tile SLIII 
benefit of siicb an appeal, the governmeiital body Intist file suit withiii 10 calciicinr days. 
id. 8 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the gavel-~ii~icntal body does not appeal this rtilii~g aiid the 
goveriimental body does not coinply with it: then both [he requestor niid the attorney 
general have tile right to i-ile suit agaiiist the govcri~meiital body to enforce this ruling. 
I(/. 5 552.?21(ri). 

If this siiling requires the goveriiinentn! bod)! to release all or pain of ttic I-ccli~estcd 
informatioil. the govcr~imeiital body is rc;poiisiblc for taking the next step. Biiscd oil the 
stalute, the attorney general expects that. upoii receiving this riiling. tlie govcriirneiital body 
wili either irelease the public records proinpily piirsuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
C.?overnineiit Cotlc or file a lawsuit challengiiig lliis riiling ]?ursiient to sectioii 552.324 oftlhe 
Govei-nn~eilt Code. IS the goveri~n~cntai hody fails to do ocic of tihese ~Iiii~gs, then the 
requestor sfrould report tilac faili~rc to tlic attorney gciieral's Op-ii Govei.nincr~t ilo!line. toll 
Srec, at (877) 673-6b39. The reqiiestor may also file a coinplaiiit with lhc disti-ict 01- county 
1:ttorney. Id. 8 552.32 15(c). 

if this luliiig rccjuires or periiiits tlic govcrnnrenlal body to L\-itl~liolil ail or soiric of tlie 
rcci~~estcd iiiforination, the requestor can iippeal thiit clecisioii by suiiig tlir govci-i~iiieiit;iI 
body. Id. 6 552.32 I (a); 7i!sit.s Dep' t  of Pith. Scrjcij, \,. Gilhi-eiiili, 842 S.W.2ci 4i18. 4 I 1 
('Tex. Ap13.-Austin 1992, 110 v,i.it). 
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Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497, 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they lnay contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of thc date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

I ; 1 
\ / 

Jordan Johnson 
Assistant Attorney Geueral 
Opcn Records Divisjor~ 

Ref: ID#? 281428 

c: Mr. Geoffi-ey R. hilayfield 
Attorney at Law 
5535 Fi-cdricksburg Road, Suite 110 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 
(w/o enclos~ires) 


