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June 20,2007 

Mr. Darrell G-M Noga 
Fee, Smith. Sharp, and Vitiillo LLP 
Three Galleria Tower 
I3 155 Noel Road; Suite I000 
Dallas, Texas 75240 

Dear Mr. Noga: 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclos~ire under the 
P~iblic Information Act (the "Act"). chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 28 1420. 

The City of Coppell (the "city"), which you represent, received a request for information 
pertaining to incident report P7003536. You state that you will release repoi-t nuinbers 
P7003536 and P7003531. You also state that you will release basic information, an art-est 
warrant, an arrest warrant affidavit, and court documents pertaining to report iru~nber 
P7003537. Ser Gov't Code 5 552.108(c) (requiring release of basic infornlatioii about an 
arrested person. arrest, or crime); Open Records Decision No. I27 (1976) (s~~i~rmarir ing 
types of information considered to be basic information). You claiiii that the remaiiiiiig 
information in i-eport P7003537 is excepted from disciosurc under sectioirs 552.101 
and 552.108 of the Government Code. IVc have considereil (Ire exceptio~rs ~ O L I  claim and 
reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.1 OX(a) excepts fro111 disclosure "1 iJirformatioir lleltl lhy a law eiiforceiilcnt agency 
01- prosecutor thni deals wiih tire detection. investigation. or pi-osccution of crime . . . ii: 
( I )  release of the infonnation would interfere wit11 thecletcctioi~. iiivestig:itio11. orpi-osec~ttio~r 
of crime." Gov't Cocie 8 552.108(a)(I). Generally. a govet-~imental body claimiirg 
section 552.108 must reasol~ably explain hotv and why the release of tile retjuestecl 
information would interfere with law enforcement. Sre id. $ 5  552.108(a)(i). .30l(e)(l)(A); 
.src,~rlso E,tjicirrc!Pruitr, 55 1 S.W.2ci 706 (Tex. 1977). Y ~ L I  state that the i~~formatioir at iss~ie 



Mr. Darrell G-M Noga - Page 2 

relates to apending criminal prosecution. Based upon this representation, we concl~ide that 
the release of the information at issue would interfere with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of cuime. See Hot~.stott c'/~roizicle Pilbl',y Co. 1:. Cit? qfHo~ls to i l ,  53 1 S.W.2d 
177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston 114th Dist.] 19751, writ rcf'ci r1,r.i.. per-c~ti-i(lii1. 536 S.W.2d 
559 (Tex. 1976) (court delineates law enforcement interests that are present in active cases). 
Thus, with the exception of basic information, which you state you will release. the city may 
withhold the information at issue i~nder section 552.108(a)( I ). Because our deter-mination 
on this issue is dispositive, we need not address your remaining arglilnelit against disclosure. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particuial- records at isstre in  this request :inti liniited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not bc relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other cii-c~imstances. 

This ruling triggers impori;~iit tleadlines regarding the righis ;nit1 I-esponsibilitics of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, govel-niiierital bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.301(f). 1S the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governinent~~l body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30calendar days. Id. $552.324(b). In 01-clel- to get the f~lll  
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
It!. 5 552.353(b)(3). (c). If the governmental body cioes not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not co~nply with it. then both the recluestor ancl the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the govet-nmental hody to enforce tliis ruling. 
Id. 5 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all 01- part of the recjuested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based 011 the 
statute, the attorney general expects that. upon receiving this ritling. the goyel-ii~nental body 
will either release the public records promptly pui-sitatit to section 552.221ia) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 ot'tlie 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
~recjuestor shonld report that failure to the attoi-ney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 671-6839. Tlie requestor inay also file a complaint \vitIi the district or 
cou~ity attorney. It/. 3 552.32 1 S(e). 

If tliis ruling recjuires or periiiits the gover~imental hody to \\.itl~l?olcl all 01- sonic of the 
I-eq~~ested inforlnation, the reiluesto~- can appeal that dccisioii by suing thc go\;ernmental 
body. Id. $ 552.32 1 (a): 7i~xci.s l>i<p 'f of Pith. S(ifit\ 1,. Gilhi-cciili. 832 S.JY.2d 408. 3 1 i 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of infoi-iliation ti-iggei-s certain PI-occdures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. I f  irecords arc released in con1pliaiice with this riiling; be 
sure ihat all charges fol- the information are at or below the legal aiiioucrts. Q~iestions or 
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complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor., or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Just cz223A 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 28 1240 

Enc. S~~bmitted documents 

c: Ms. Hilda Juarez 
201 6 Patricia Lane 
Garland, Texas 75041 
(wlo enclosures) 


