
G R E G  A B B O T T  

June 20,2007 

Ms. Meredith Ladd 
Brown & Hofmeister, L.L.P. 
740 East Campbell Road, Suite 800 
Richardson, Texas 75081 

Dear Ms. Ladd: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required piiblic disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 28347 1 .  

The Flower Mound Police Department (the "department"), which you represent, received 
a request for specified accident reports. You claim that the requested information is excepted 
from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the 
exception you claim and reviewed the stibmitted representative sainple of information.' 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclos~~re "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code $ 552.101. This exception encompasses information that another statute makes 
confidential. You claim that the requested ~rccident reports arc excepted from disclosure by 
section 550.065(b) of the Transportation Code. Sccliori 550.065(b) states that except as 
provided by subsectio~i (c), accident reports are privilcgeci aiid confidential. 
Section 550.065(~)(4) provides for the release of accident reports to a person who provides 
two ofthc following thr-ce pieces of information: (i) date of the accident: ( 2 )  name of any 

'Wc assume thai the "representative samplc" of records submitted lo this office is truly representaii\,c 
of  the requested r e~nrds  as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988). 497 (1988). This open 
recnrds Ieticr docs not reach, and rherefore does iiot autliorire thc wiihholding of, any otlicr requestcd records 
io t t~c  extent thai thosc records conlain suhstanlinliy differenr types of inforni;>tiori than tlint s~ihlnitted to tliis 
office. 



Ms. Meredith Ladd - Page 2 

person involved in the accident; and (3) specific location of the accident. Transp. Code 
5 550.065(~)(4). Under this provision, the Department of Public Safety or another 
governmental entity is required to release a copy of an accident report to a person who 
provides the agency with two or more pieces of information specified by the statute. 1c1. In 
this situation, the requestor has provided the departinent with two of the three pieces of 
information. Thus, you iiiust make the reijuested acciclcnt reports available to the requestor 
under section 550.065(b). 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at i s s ~ ~ e  in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the I-ccluestor. For excunple, gover11:ncntal bodies ai-c prohibited 
from asking the attorney general io I-ecoiisider this ruling. Gov't Cocle 552.301(f). If the 
governrnental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governniental body must appcal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. ld. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body rnust file suit within 10 calendar days. 
I d .  5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Icl. $ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or pat-t oi' tlie requested 
iiifor~nation. the poverninent;ll body is responsible for taking the next step. Baseti on the 
statute, the attorney general expects tliat, upon receiving this ruling, tlie governrnental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit chililenging this nllingpursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district 0:- 

county attorney. lil. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires oi- permits ilic gavel-nmental body to withliolti ai l  o i -  solrie of' tire 
requested information, the requestor call appeal that ciecision hy suing the g~\~e~-nrnental 
body. lci .  $ 552.321(a); Tc.x\.ii.s Dep't of P ~ t h .  S l r j e t ~  v. Giihr.i.riti1, 842 S.W.2d 408. 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of infor~nation triggers ccrtain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling. be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints ctbout over-charging must be tlirected to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at ( 5  12) 475-2407. 
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If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Loan J% Hong-T ney 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 283471 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Andrew Y. 
Town Center Chiropractic 
27 17 Cross Timbers Road ti41 8 
Flower Mound, Texas 75028 
(W/O enclosures) 


