
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
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G R E G  A B B O T T  

Mr. Marc J .  Schnall 
Langley & Banack 
745 East Mulberry, Suite 900 
San Antonio, Texas 78212-3 166 

Dear Mi-. Sciii~i~ll: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure undel- the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 283548. 

The Selma Police Department (the "department"), which you represent, received a request 
fol- a specific incident report. You cl;~im that portions of the submitted information are 
excepted fro111 disclosure untier sectiolis 552.130.552.135. ; ~ n t l  552.147 ofthe Governinelit 
Code. We liiive coiisidcretl tlic cxceptioi~s you cl;iiiii anti revieweti the suh~nittetl 
inhi-mation 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure i~iforiiiatio~i that "~.eJates 
to . . . a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or pcrrnit issued by an agency of this 
state [od a motor vehicle title or- registration issued by an agency of this state." Gov't Code 
8 552.130. We agree that the suhinitted information contains Texas motor vehicle record 
infol-matioil subject to section 552.130. Thel-efore, the department must withhold the 
inforinatioil it has highlighteci cindel- section 552.130. Wc notc, however. that we have 
lnarked ;I siiiall po~-tioi~ oS ilic liigliligllted i ~ ~ f o ~ i i t i o  which is not subject to 
sectioii 5.52. 130. ; I I I ~  iiot he ~vitllhclil 011 this hasis. 

Section 551.136 of the Govcl-iiment Code states that "/n]otwiihstailding any othci- provisioi~ 
of this chapter. n credit cat-d, debit carcl, charge card, or access device nurnber that is 
collected, assembled, or maintained by or fox- a governnientai body is confidential." Gov't 
Code 8 552.136. An access device number is one that tilay be ~ised to "(I) obtain money, 
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goods, services, or another thing of value; or (2) initiate a transfer of funds other than a 
transfer originated solely by paper instrument." Id. Upon review, we agree that the 
submitted information contains insurance policy numbers. Therefore, the department must 
withhold the highlighted insurance policy numbers under section 552.136. 

Finally. you cl:iini that the submitted inl'ormation contains social security nulnbers s~lbject 
to sectioir 552. I17 o l  thc C ~ ~ V C I - I I I ~ I ~ I I ~  Coilc. Sectioti -5.51. 147(h) o f  tlre C;o\,c~-nrncnt Code 

. . 
authorizes a govcrn~-iientai hotly to ied;ict a I I V I I I ~  ~ > C ~ S O I I ' S  sociill S C C L I I . ~ ~ ~  n ~ i ~ ~ i b e r  fro111 
public release witlroiit the necessity of requesting a decision from this office under the Act. 
We agree that the submitted infor~nation contains social security numbers subject to 
section 552.147. 

In summary, with the exception of the information we have marked for release, the 
ciepariment must withholil the tnarketl Texas motor vehicle recol-d informi~tion pursilant to 
section 552.130. The departnient must also withhold the tnarhed insurance policy nitlnbers 
P L I ~ S L I : I I ~ ~  to S C C ~ I O I I  552.136. ;11rei the inarked social security numbers pill-siiant to 
scctioil 5 5 2 .  117. ' ~ I I ?  re111~1i11i1ig ~ I I ~ ~ I ~ I I I ~ I ~ ~ C ~ I I  I I ~ L I S [  the reIc:~setl. 

Finally, you ask this office to issue ;I previous determination in regard to the questions related 
to redaction of Texas driver's license numbers, Texas vehicle identification numbers, and 
Texas license plate numbers. We decline to issue such a previous determination at this time. 

This letterruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore. this ruling must not be relied upon ;is a previous 
determination regarding any otl-ier recortis or any other circumst>tnces. 

, . I his ruling trigget-s i~irport~ii~t tlcatlliiics I-egal-cling the rights and responsibilities of the 
govet-iiiiicnt;rl hotly anel o i  tile I-ccjiie\tor. 1;ot- exninple. gavel-ni~ict-ital hodics are prohibited 
from asking the attorney gene!-at to reconsider this ruli~rg. Gov't Cotle $ 552.301(f). Iftlie 
governmental body wants to ciiailenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id .  5 552.324(b). In order to get the fill1 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body niust file suit within 10 calendat- days. 
I t / .  5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this riiling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it. then both the ~s'questor ant1 ilic ntto~sney 
general have tlie right to file suit against tlie governments! body to c~ntbrcc tinis ruiing. 
Id .  $ 552..32 I (a). 

li this ~rilli~ig rccjiiii.es tl ic  ~ I I I I I I I I ~ I ~  l x ~ t l y  to relc;isc :ill or 1,;ii.t 01' tlic retj~~estctl 
information. the go\fc~-nn~e~rt;il hotly is 1-esponsible fot- taking the !next step. Bnsecl on tlie 
statute, the attorney general expects that; upon receiving this ruling, tlre goverinriental body 
will either release the public recorcls pt-omptly pursiiant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Governnient Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the govet-nnrcntal body i'aiis to do one of these thitigs. ~hen tlie 
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requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline. 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a con~plaint with the district or 
county attorriey. Icl. 8 552.321 5(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Icl. $ 552.321(a); Tesns Dep'r of Plth. Sr&ty v. Gilhrecitil, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 I 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of infosmation triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released i n  co~npliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the infor-mation at-e at or helo~v the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints ahoiit over-charging n~ust he directed !o Haiiassa!? Schloss at the Office of the 
Atroriiey C;etier;i! at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the govcrnrnental body, the requestor, or any other person has q~lestions or com~uents 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory tieadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

- 
Assistant Attor-ncy General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 283548 

c: Mr. Williain G.  Riddle 
Pnskcr & Associates LL,C 
5835 Caliaghan Road 
Sail Antonio, Texas 78228 
(wlo ~ ~ l c I o ~ ~ l l - e s )  


