
G R E G  A B B O T T  

June 27,2007 

h4r. Rotr~ild J .  Rounds 
Assistant City Attortiey 
City of Corpus Chi-isti 
P.O. Box 9277 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 

Dear Mr. Bounds 

You ash whether certain infor-matioil is siibject to required i~~ibl ic  ilisclosiire undet- tile 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), cl~apter 552 of the Goverriment Code. Your request was 
assigried ID# 282205. 

The City of: Corp~ts Christi (the "city") received a request for a record of payments rnade to 
bond counsel between 1997 and the present, a record of all projects funded by city bontis 
between 1997 arici the present, all bond prospectuses issued betweeti 1997 and the present. 
and ail audits of bond funds perfonned or issued between 1997 and rhe present. You slate 
that most of the requested information has been provided to the requestor. hiit claitn that 
portions of the submitted information are excepted from disclosure under section 552.136 
of the Go\~eriniient Code.' We have considered the exceptioi? you clairn and reviewed the 
subtnitred rcpresentativc s;~inpIe of inforination.' 

Initially, we noie thai the sub~iiitted itifor~natiot~ consists of an attorney fee bill tllat is subject 
to section 552.022 of the Governmetit Code. Section 552.022(a)(16) provides for the 
required public disclosure ol"'information tli~lt is ir i  a bill for attorney's fees and that is iiot 
privileged ~inder the attorney-client privilege." unless the iiit'orination is expt-cssly 
confidential under oihei- law. Gov't Code $ 552.022(a)(16). Sectiot~ 552.136 of tlic 
Goverilment Code is other la\$) tiiai makes information expressly coiifidenti;ti hi- piti-poses 

"i'lic ciiy iiiloiiiis 11s iliat i i  \\.itliiliaivs ilic r e i i i ; i i ~ i i ~ ~ ~  csccpiioiis ti) discli~siirc that ii i-aiscd i i i  its lctici- 
daieil .\jiril 21. 2007. 

'Wc assiiinc tliai ilic 'repicscnrati\'c \aiiili!c" ol'rccorils si~hiiiiitcd lo this ol'lice is iriily i-cpresciiiniivc 
ol'ilic rcqi~csrcd iccorcls ;is a wtiolc. S'cr Opeii Itcciiirls Jlccisiiiii Ki,. 39'1 i 19 l iS ) .  4'17 (I'IKX). This opcii 
rccords letter does n o t  rcacii. ai~d ilicrciore diics noi aiiihorize tile \viiliiioidiiip i>i, nil) otlieu rcilueicd sccoriis 
to the exteni tli:it iliose rccoi-i!.; ci,iit;iiii siihsiaiitialiy diii'crent types of iiifo~iiiatioii tliaii tliai siihiiiiiied ti i  illis 
ofrice, 
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of section 552.022. We will ther-efore consicier your- argument under section 552.136 of the 
Government Cocie. 

Section 552.136 provides the following: 

(a) In this section, "access device" means acard, plate. code, account number, 
personal identificatio~i number, electro~iic serial number; mobile 
identification number, or other telecommunications service, equipment, or 
ii?strument identifier 01- means of account ;recess thirt alone or in conjunction 
with ariother access device may be used to: 

( I ) obtain motley, goocis. scr-\,ices. or irrioil~er thing 01' \~;rlire: oi- 

(2) initiate a tra~isfer of fu~ids other tiiari a transfer origi~i;~tcd soicly 
by paper instrument. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a credit card, debit 
card, charge card, or access device number that is collected, assembled, or 
~nainttiined by or for a governmental body is confidential. 

Go\,'[ Code 5 552.136. U'e ;i$sce Lliat the 'lailk ttccoiiiit arltl barilc routing rl~nnbers yor~ have 
identified and we 11;ive iii;rrheci coi?siitiiie "access devicc" 1.01- ~)iiiposes 01, section 552. 136. 
See id. 5 552.136(a)(i). Tlrcrei'oi-e. [lie city liiust witlrliold the iilformatioil we ila\,e marked 
pursuant to section 552.136. See ill. $ 552.13h(b). The remainirig submitted inibnnation 
must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
ctetermiilation regarding any other- records or any other circumsta~?ces. 

This riilitig triggers iinpoi-t~iilt dc;itiIiiies i-cgai-dins the i.igIlts and I-eslionsibilities of tlic 
govcr-~i~~reii~:il body aiici ol'tlic seijiicsiiir. I-'01 exaiii11lc. ~o\~crritiiciii;iI boilrc 21-c proliibitetl 
fi-on1 asking ihc tittorncy geiicssl io sccoiisider lliis siiliiig. C;ov'i Coiic $ 552.30 l(1 . J .  lf'tl~e 
go\~crnmeiltal body \vanis to c11~1llcirgc this ~riiling, tlic gc)verii~iienlil hod) musi appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calciiclardays. I d .  3 552.324(b). 111 or-der to zet the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governii~ental body must flle suit within 10 calendar days. 
Id. 3 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal tliis ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it; the11 both the requestor arid the attorney general 
have the right to file suit against the go\~ernineiitai body to enforce this ruling. I d .  
$ 552.321(a). 

I f  iliis riiliri$! ieijiiircs ilic ~~~\ci.rir~~i.riiiiI l i l y  io I ; i l l  (1s I 01. tile seqiizstcti 
iniosmatioir. ilic govcs~iine~it;iI hotly is rcspoiisible for Ialiiirs i11c iicxi step. Rasecl on tile 
statute, the attorticy general expects tlial. ~1por1 receiving this ruling. tlic goverrnmcntnl body 
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will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things. then the 
requestor sho~rld report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free. ;it (877) 673-6839. The requestor $nay illso file 2 compi;ii~~t ~vith riie district or 
coui-ity attoi-ncy. I t / .  5 552..32 I .i(c). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governlnental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor call appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. 5 552.321(a); Texas Dep'r of Plih. Silfeiy v. Gilhreath, 842 S.W.7-d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
sure ihat all cha~-g& for the inforiilntion are at or helox, the legal aliio~ints. Questions or 
complaints aboiii ovel--chargiiig intist he dil-ecied to t-fiidassaii Schioss at the Office o f  the 
Attorney General at ( 5  12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statiitory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely. 

Debbie K. Lee 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref. ID# 282205 

Enc Suhinitictl docu~nen~\ 

c: Mr. Dan I<elley 
Investigative Reporter 
Corpus Christi Caller-Tirnes 
820 Lower North Broadway 
Corpus Christi, Texas 7841 1 
(wlo enclosures) 


