
July 2. 2007 

YES. Carolyn Foste~. 
Assisinnt General Counsel 
Parklanci Health anct Hospital Systein 
5201 Harry Wines Boulevard 
Dallas, Texas 75235 

Yo~i ash ~vheti~er certiiii~ infor-miilioi~ is s~ibject to reiji~ii-eci piibiic tlisclosi~re iintlci- Iiii. 

Public Infoi-m;ition Act (the '.Act"). c1rapti.i. 552 ofthe Govci-iiiiient (?oiie. Youi- i-ecjiicst \\as 
assigned ID#2S2649. 

Dallas County Hospital District dlbia Prirhland Health ailci Hospital Systeni (the "system") 
received a reqiiest for "any ancl all information and doc~imentation" pertaining to a n~imed 
individual's employment.' You state that you have released the nainecl indivicl~isl's 
personnel file. You further state that. upon payment. you will release specific employment 
policies to tile reqi~estor. Yoii claiin that the sitbiniited inforination is exceptecl from 
clisclosure iinder sections 552.101 anci 552.103 of the Goveriimeni Cocie. We have 
considered the exceptions you claim and revieweci the subniitted information. 

Section 552.10 I of  the Covcrnmeni Cock excepts from disclosure "ii~formntioii coilsidered 
to be confidential by law, either constit~itional, statutory, or hy juciicial tiecision." tiov't 
Code $ 552.101. This section encompasses infonnatioii protected hq other stntutes. 
Chapter 303 of the Occupations Coile provides for the peer I-eview 01' ii~irse>. 
Section 303.006 of that chapter protects all con~m~inicarions made to ii~irsiiig peer review 
committees and niakes the proceeclin~r of these committees coi1fidenti:il. Occ. Code 
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tieliberations of the coiniiiittee." Based on your I-cpi-escntr~tioii ;tiil:i out- I-evie~v. tvr f'iiiil tli:~t 
the subinitted information is protecteci iiiider section 303.006 of tile Occupa t io i~  Cotie. As 
none o f  tile provisions of section 303.007 oi'the Occupatioiis Code applies to tile subi~iitted 
iiiformation: i t  must be withheld iri its entirety unties sectioti 552.101 of the Goveriimeiit 
Code.2 

This letter ruling is liniitetl to tlir ~iariicii1:ir recoi-ils at issiii iii this scijiiest aiitl Iiiiiitcil to the 
iicts :IS pmsriiteci to its: t1ici.cl'oi.c'. ( h i \  riiliiis i i i t i t  iiot lhc rclicil L I ~ O I I  a s  :I pscvioi~s 
tieternriiintioii I-eg;~rditig ;in!' orliei- recoriis or ;tiiy otlies cii-c~iiiist;iiiccs. 

This r~tiing triggers iinportant deadliiies regarding the rigliis itnil responsibilities of tlic 
governinental body and of the requestor. For example, governnieiital botlies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(f). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling. the governniental body must appeal by 
filing suit i n  Travis County within 30caientl~~rdays.  Id. 6 552.324(b). 111 ortier to get the SLIII 
benefit of such ; I I ~  appeitl, the govei-nmcnial body tiittst file suit \vitIiiii I0 c:~lenclai- clays. 
I t  5 i . 3 5 3 ( b ) ( ) .  c .  If the ~osci-iii~ici~i:il ho<iy i1i)i.s riot iippcal this riiIiiii_. ;iiicI the 
govei-iinieiital Ibotiy tioes iiot i.oiiipI~ i \ i t l i  i t .  ilieii Ibotl~ tlic ic~jiic>toi ;ii:ii ilic ; i i t ~ s i~c )  
guies;tl lr:i\:e tire right to file i i i t  ;isaiiist the goveri~ini.tit:il l)i)ily to ciihrcc ihis riiling. 
I t / .  $ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling reqiiires the governinental body to release all or part of tlie reqiiestetl 
information, the governinental body is responsible for taking the nest step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general espects that. upon receiving this ruiiiig. the government;tI bociy 
Lvill either release the piiblic records proiiiptly put-sitant to scctioti 552.22l(a) of the 
Crovertimeiit Cotle or file 3 la\vsi~it eli;~llciigiiig illis I-~iliiig ~ L I S ~ L I ; I I I ~  to sectioii 552.324 o S  tlir 
Covrrnmcnt C'oile. li' ilic govci-iiincrit:iI lhotly I'iiils to tio oiic o r  tliesc iliiiigs. tiicii the 
recl~iesior sho~ild report that ktiiiii-c to llic ;itioriicy i_.ciici-:ti's Open C;i)icriiiiiciit tlotliiie. 
toll free. at (877) 673-6839. Tlic rcijiiehtoi- nisy also file u coiiiplaiiit \siiIi ilic disti-ict or 
county attorney. 10. 3 552.32151e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to witiihoicl all or soiiie o f  the 
requested information, the requestor earl appeal that decision by suing the govei-nmental 
body. /<I. 3 552.32 1 (a); Tescis Dep ' r  ($ P ~ l h .  Srf<>r\. v. Gilht-rcrril. 842 S.W.2tl 408. 4 1 1 
(Tes. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 
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Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procecl~ires for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruliiig, be 
sure that all clir~rges for the information are at or below the legr~l ainounts. Quetioiis or 
complaints ahout ovci--charging must he directecl to Haclassah Schloss at tlie Office of the 
.4ttorncy Genernl at (5 12) 475-1497. 

If  tlie governii~ental body. the reqiiesror, oi- any other person has questioirs or co~iliiiei~ts 
about this ruling. they iiiay contact oils office. Although thei-e is iio statutoi-y dtadlinc for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any coiiiitients within I0 caieiidar ci:iys 
of  the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 
n r 

'L 
Hollv R D:IVI\ 
Assistant Aktorney General 
Open Recorcl Division 

Ref: ID# 282649 

Enc. Submitted document.; 

c: Mr. Ronnie D. Wilson 
Attorney at Law 
100 Noi-th Central Express\v;iy. Suite 12 1 1 
Richarcison. Texas 75030 
(wlo eiiclosi~res) 


