
G R E G  A B B O T T  

July 2,2007 

Mr. Howard A. Hackman 
st, ail -. Attorney 

Texa.; Yoiith Coiiimissio~i 
4900 North Lamar 
Austin. Texas 78765 

Dear Mr. Hackman: 

You ask whether certain informatioil is subject to reqiiired pi~hlic disclosure under the 
Public Intbrlnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Governinent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 283 150. 

The Texas Youth Commission (the "conimission") received a two requests for all 
correspondence between the commission and the United Stales Department of Justice 
(the "department") pertaining to the Evins Regional Juvenile Center, and a request fol- all 
correspondence between the cornmission and the department Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention during a specified time periotl. You claim that the submitted 
information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.10 1 oftlie Government Code. We 
Ilave considered [lie exceptioii yo~i claim and ~-evieived the s~fhn~ittei! infol-nii~tion. 

Section 552.101 of tile Ciovernmeiii Code cxccpts fi-om public tlisclosc~i-e "inlbrmatiori 
considered to heconfidelitial by law. either constit~itioi~al, st;ltiitory, or by jiitlicial decision." 
Gov't Code 6 552.101. This exception enco~npasses iiilbrniatio~i that other statutes make 
confidential. You raise section 552.101 in conjunction with section 26 1.201 of the Family 
Code.. Section 261.201(a) provides as follows: 

(a) The following information is confidential, is not subject to public release 
uilder Cliapter 552, Government Cocie, and may bc disclosed only for 
purposes consistent with itlie Fxmily Code] atid applicable fedel-al oi- state 
law or i~nder i.~lles ;lilopted by 311 investigatiiig agency: 
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( I )  a report of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect made under 
[chapter 261 of the Family Code] and the ident~ty of the person 
making the report; and 

(2) except as otherwise provided in this section. the files. reports, 
records. commui~ications, and working papers wed or-developed i l l  

an investigation under jchapter 261 of the Family Code] or i n  
providing services as a result of an investigation. 

Fam. Code $ 261.201(a). The commission is authorized to conduct an investigation under 
chapter 261. See Fam. Code $ 261.401(b) (state agency that opemtes, licenses, certifies, or 
registers facility in which children are located shall make prompt, thorough investigation of 
report that child has been or may be abused, neglected, or exploited in facility). However, 
you have fiiied to demonstrate that the submitted records. wl~iclr coiisist 0fcoi11rnu11icatio11s 
to commission employees pertaining io appeals of tlecisioirs oil coniinissioil employment 
policy violatioils, were used or tleveioped in an investigaiiolr ii1rtLe1- sectioil 26 1.201. /'is yoir 
raise no other exception to disclosiire of this information; i t  ~riusi he released to the requestor. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

Tiiis ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governrnental bocly anit of the rei1uesto1-. For-cxci~~iple. gavel-nliiental botiies iir-e pi-ohibited 
fi-orn asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.30 l (f) .  If  the 
rouernmental body wants to challenge this riiiing, the governinental body niiist appeal by - 
filing suit in Travis County within 3Ocalendar days. I d .  $ 552.324(b). I11 ortlei- to get the f~rll 
benefit of such an appeal, the governrnental body >nust file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Id. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmer~tal body does noi appeal this rtlling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to entbrce this ruling, 
1c/. 3 552.32 ](a). 

If this riding reqiiires the ~o\!e1-111nci?tnl hotly to I-eleasc all or part of ihc recjuesteti 
iiri"nn:ition, the goverirmeniai Ootly is responsihie Sol- t:ikiirf ihe next stcp. Bascd on thc 
siatiite, the attorney ge~ieral expects tlial. iipoii receiving this ~siiling. the gover~~iileniai body 
will eithei- I-eicase the p ~ ~ b l i c  I - C C O I . ~ ~  prornptly pii!-si~ant to scciion 552.221(a) o l  the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this r~iling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things. then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Governnient Hotiine, 
toll fi-eel at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a conrplailrt with the district or 
county ntiorney. lc i .  $ 552.32 15(e). 
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If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. Q: 552.321(a); Texas Dep't of Pub. Saj'efy v. Gilbreath, 842 S.W.2d 408; 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992: no writ). 

Please I-emember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and clilrrgcs to the requestor. If  records are i-eleaseii in  compli;lncc with this ruling. be 
sure that all cliarges for tire informatioi~ ;ire at or helot<; [lie legal ;~mourits. Questioiis oi- 
colnplaints about over-charging must be tlil-ected l o  t1adass;lli Schloss at ihe Office of tlie 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us. the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

e- &.dL- 
Justin D. Gordon 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Enc. Submitted dociiments 

c: Ms. Elizabeth Pierson 
Houston Chronicle 
I005 Congress 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(wlo enclos~~res) 


