
G R E G  A B B O T T  

July 3 1, 2007 

Ms. Katie Lentz 
Open Records 
Williamson County Sheriff's Office 
508 South Rock Street 
Georgetown, Texas 78626 

Dear Ms. Lentz: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 2861 03. 

The Williamson County Sheriff's Office (the "sheriff') received arequest for any complaints 
or reports pertaining to inmates who were caught with a controlled substance within the 
Williamson County Jail during the past five years. You state that you have released aportion 
of the requested information to the requestor. You claim that a portion of the responsive 
information isexcepted from disclosureunder section 552.108 of theGovernment Code. We 
have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.108(a) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "[i]nformation held by 
a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime.. . if: (1) release of the information would interfere with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of crime." Gov't Code 5 552.108(a)(1). Generally, a 
governmental body claiming section 552.108(a)(I) must reasonably explain how and why 
the release of the requested information would interfere with law enforcement. See id. 
$5 552.108(a)(l), .301(e)(l)(A); see alsoExpurte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d706 (Tex. 1977). You 
inform us that Exhibit B consists of reports that relate to cases that are pendingprosecutions. 
Based on your representation, we conclude that the release of these reports would interfere 
with thedetection, investigation, orprosecution of crime. SeeHo~lston Chronicle Publ'g Co. 
v. C i o ~  ofFiouston, 53 1 S.W.2d177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] L975), writ ref'd 
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If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. $ 552.321(a); Texas Dep't of Pub. Sufety v. Gilbreath, 842 S.W.2d 408, 411 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must he directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Melanie J. Villars 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: D#286103 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Isadora Vail 
Austin American Statesman 
Williamson County Bureau 
203 East Main Street 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 
(W/O enclosures) 


