
September 4,2007 

Ms. P. Amistrong 
Assistant City Atloriiey 
Criminal Law and Po!& Division 
City of Dallas 
1400 S o ~ ~ t h  Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 75215 

Dear Ms. Ariiistroilg: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Go~~el-ilmenr Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 292069. 

The Dallas Police Department (the "department") received a request for a specified police 
report. You claim that portions of the requested iilforlllatiori are excepted from disclosure 
~inder sections 552.101.552.108; 552.130: and 552.147 ofthe Govenlrne~it Code. Vlre have 
coilsidered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the subiiiitted repveseiltative saiilple of 
inforn~ation.' 

Sectioii 552.108(a)(l j of the Gover~lment Code excepts fro111 disclosure "[ilnforn~ation held 
by a law eliforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection. investigation, or 
prosecution of crime [ifl release of the iilfor~liatio~l would interfere wit11 tile detection, 
irivestigation, or prosecution of crime." Gov't Code 5 552.1 08(a)(l). A goveriliilental body 
claiming sectioi~ 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why the release of tile requested 
iilibriiiatioil would interfere with law eilforcerneiit. See id. $5  552.108(a)(I), 

'We assttilie tiiai tlie "representative sa;i;plen of records subiiiitted to this office is tritly iepresmi!a!ive 
of the requested records as a whole. See Ope11 Records Decisioii Nos. 499 (1988). 497 (1988). Tllis open 
records letter does not i-each, and illerefore does not atitl~orize tlie witl~hoidiilg of, any ot!~e!- requested records 
to the extent that those records contain siibstantially different types ofiiifoririation than tl-iat subniitied to this 
office. 
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(b)(l j, 552.301(e)(1)(4); seea/,ro E.x-parie Pniitt. 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state 
that the subinitted iiifori~iatiou pertains to a pending cri~ili~lal prosecutioil. Based on this 
representatioii, we conclude tliat the release of this informatioil would interfere with the 
detection, investigation, orprosecution of crime. See Ho~tsion CIiroiziclePobi 'g Co. 1.. Ci& 
of Ifouston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist,] 1975), writ ref'cl 
rz.u.e., 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976) (court delineates law eriforcerilent interests that are 
present in active cases). Therefore, the department may withhold the informatioil you have 
mariced under section 552.108(a)(1).' 

You also assert that portions of the remaining infor~llatioii are excepted under 
section 552.130 of the Gover~lmeilt Code, wl~icli provides that a inotor vehicle operator's 
license, driver's license, nlotor vehicle title, or registration issued by a Texas agency is 
excepted from public release. Id. $ 552.130(a)(l), (2). We agree that the department must 
withhoId the Texas motor vehicle record i~~formatioil you liave marked under 
section 552.130. We have ~iiarlted some additional i~lformatioti tliat tile departlnent must 
withhold under section 552.130 of the Goveminent Code. 

You claim that a portion of the remaining iiiforniation is excepted under sectioii 552.147 of 
the Government Code, which provides that "[tjhe social seciirity ili~niber of  a living person 
is excepted from" required public disclos~ire under the Act. We agree that the department 
may withhold the social security number you have marked under section 552.147.) 

Finally, we note that portions of the remaining iilforniatio~l are excepted from disclosure 
under sectioil552.136 of the Goveriin~eiit Code. This section states that "[njotwithstanding 
any other provision of this chapter, a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device 
riuillber that is collected, asse~i~bled, or maiiitaii~ed by or for a governiilental body is 
confidential." Gov't Code $ 552.136. Thus, the department must withllold the insurance 
policy nunlbers we have marlted under section 552.136 of the Government Code. 

In surnmaiy, the department may u8ithhold the information yoxi have inarked under 
section 552.108(a)(l) of the Govemiiient Code. The department must withhold the Texas 
motor vehicle record i~lformation you have marked as well as the infol-mation we have 
r~larked under section 552.1 30 ofthe Goverilment Code. The department may also withhold 
tile social security number you liave marked under section 552.147 ofthe Goveriiinent Code. 
We have marked insurance policy iiuriibers that the department must witlihold under 

'As sectioii 552.108 is disl;osilive, we do tiot address yorir reiiiaitiing claims regarding disclosiire of 
this iiifortiiatioii. 

'Wc note tliat sectioii 552.147(b) of the Goverlitiietit Code authorizes a govenimciital body to redact 
a liviiig person's social security nuiiibcr i"soi11 piibiic release without the necessity ofreqiiestitig a decisioii fioni 
illis office iitider tiic Act. 
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section 552.136 of tlie Goveinnlent Code. Tile remaining infor~nation m~ist be released to 
the requestor.' 

This letter ruling is liniited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upori as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers irnporta~lt deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governn~e~~tal body and of the requestor. For exaii~ple, governniei~tal bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attolney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(1). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the govenlmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County witllin 30 calendar days. Id. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the 
full benefit of such ail appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Id. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
gover~in~eiltal body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney general 
have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Id. 5 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the govem~iiei~tal body to release all or part of tile requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this rulillg, tile governmental body 
will either release the public records proil~ptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Governnlent Code. If the govern~nental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Goverinnellt Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a con~plaint with the district or 
county attoniey. Id. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or solne of the 
req~~ested infonnatioil, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governnie~ltal 
body. Id. 5 552.321(a); Texas Dep't o fP~ib .  Sqfeo) v. Gilbreatlz, 842 S.Ur.2d 408, 41 1 
[Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of informatioli triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are released in con~pliance with this d i n g ,  
be sure that all cliarges for the information are at or below the legal amoutlts. Questiorls or 

"onie of the documetlts marked for release coiitaiti or consist of confideiitial iiiforii?ation that is not 
subject to release to the general public. See Cov't Code 3 552.352. However, the reqiiestor it1 this iilstaiice has 
a special right of access to the inforn?ntion. Goy'! Code $ 552.023. Hecaitse some of the infoimation is 
coiiftdeiitial with respect to the general public, if the departtiieiit receives a future request for this infortiiatioil 
from a11 iridividual other than the person whose information is at issue or the person's authorized represeiltative. 
the depaiiment should again seek oiir decision. 
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complaiiits about over-charging must be dnccted io Hadassall Schloss at tile Office of the 
Attoriley General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the goveriimental body, the requestor, or any otller person has questio~ls or corr~ments 
aboiit this ruling, they may contact our office. Altl~ough there is 110 statutory deadline for 
contacting ~1s: the attorney general prefers to receive any colliillents within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this niiing. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Nettles 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Divisio~i 

Eilc. Submitted documeilts 

c: Mr. Duane Barringer 
2635 Hollow Bend 
Mesquite, Texas 75 150 
(wlo enclosures) 


