
September 4, 2005 

Mr. Rashaad V. Gambrel1 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Houston 
P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 7725 1 - 1562 

Dear Mr. Gambrell: 

You ask whether certain information is s~ibject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Inforn~ation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 oftile Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 288351 

The Houston Police Department (the "departi?ientlt") received a request for inforillation 
pertaining to the investigations of specified crimes at ten specified addresses for January 
through Map of 2007 . '  You state you have released some illformation to the requestor, b ~ i t  
claim that the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under section 5 5 2 . 1 0 1  of 
the Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 
submitted representative sample of info~mation.' 

Initially. you note that the requestor asks the department several questioils in his reqi~est. 
The Act does not require a governmelltal body to prepare answers to questions posed by a 

I We note that :lie requestor clarified iiis original request iii a letter dated Julie 26, 2007. See Gov't 
Code 6 552.222(b) (stating that if infor~iiatioii reqiiested is unclear, governmental body inlay ask requestor to 
clarify or rial-I-ow request). 

'We assuine tira! the repi-esentative sample of records siibmitted to tliis office is truly 1-epresei~tative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Ope11 Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open 
w o r d s  letter does iiot seacb, and therefore does not autliorize the withholding of, any otlier requested records 
to tile exteiit that those recoi-ds contail1 substanrially different types of informaiioii than illat submitted to this 
office. 
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answers to fact questio~ls). I-Iowever, a governniental body m~ist make a good-faith effort 
to relate a request to infomation that the governlilental body holds or to which it has access. 
See Open Records Decisioii No. 561 at 8 (1 990). We therefore presume that the departiiieilt 
has made the required good-faith effort to relate the reqrrestor's qitestions to infornlation that 
is within the department's custody or control. 

Section 552.101 excepts from disclosure "infornlation considered to be confidential by law, 
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code 3 552.101. This sectio~l 
encompasses information protected by other statutes. Juvenile law enforcement records 
relating to conduct that occurred on or after September 1: 1997 are confidential under 
section 58.007 of the Family Code. Section 58.007(c) provides as follows: 

Except as provided by Subsectioil (d), law enforcernetit records and files 
concerning a child and information stored, by electroilic means or otherwise, 
concerning the child from wllich d record or file could be generated may not 
be disclosed to the public and sliall be: 

(I) if inaintained 011 paper or niicrofilm, kept separate from adult 
files and records; 

(2) if maintained electronically in tlie same conlputer system as 
records or files relating to adults, be accessible~ulder controls that are 
separate and distinct from controls to access electronic data 
concenling adults; and 

(3) iiiai~ltaiiied on a local basis only and not sent to a central state or 
federal depository, except as provided by Subchapter B. 

Fam. Code $58.007(c). The submitted documents contain infom~ation that involves juvenile 
conduct occurring after September 1, 1997. See id. $ 5 1.03(b)(3) (defining "conduct 
i~idicati~ig a need for supervision" to include "the voluntary absence of a child from tlie 
child's home without the consent of the child's parent or guardian for a substantial length 
of time or without intent to return"). None of the exceptions in section 58.007 appears to 
apply. Therefore, the submitted ilzfornlatioil is co~lfidential pursliallt to section 58.007(c) of 
tlie Family Code and the department must witlihold it under section 552.101 of the 
Govemniellt Code. 

This letter rtrli~ig is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruliiig must not be relied upon as a previous 
detenninatio~l regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of tlie 
governmental body and of tlie requestor. For example, governmental bodies are proliibited 
fiom asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(f). lfthe 
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governmental body wants to challenge this n~ling, the goven~mental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In order to get the 
full benefit of such ail appeal, the governmentai body must file suit within i 0 calendar days. 
Id. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). If tlie governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
govemniental body does not eonlpiy with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governliiental body to enforce this rulirig. 
Id. 5 552.321(a), 

If this ruling requires the goveriiniental body to release all or part o f  the requested 
infomnlation, tlie governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records pronlptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these tlliilgs, then the 
requestor sho~ild report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with tile district or 
county attorney. id. 8 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested infom~ation, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. $ 552.321(a); Texas Dep't oj-Pub. Safetj) v. Gilbreath, 842 S.W.2d 408. 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please ren~enlber that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliaiice wit11 this iuliiig, 
be sure that all charges for the infonnation are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of tlie 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governlnental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or coniments 
about this ruling, they niay contact our office. Altliough there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any coiillnents within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

. . 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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Enc. Submitted doc~unents 

c: Mr. Gary W. Gates, Jr. 
Deerfield Apartments 
2205 Avenue I, Sriite 117 
Roseilberg, Texas 77471 
(W/O enclosures) 


