
September 17,2007 

Mr. Rashaad V, Gambrel1 
Assistatit City Attorney 
City of Houston 
P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 

Dear Mr. Ga~iibrell: 

You ask whether certain iiifoniiatioii is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public I~iforiiiatioii Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of tlie Govei~iiiieiit Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 293353. 

Tlie City of Houston (the "city") received a request for infoi-niation related to a specified 
incident. You state that some responsive iilf'or~iiatioii will be released to tile requestor. Y o ~ i  
claim tliat the reniainiiig requested itifor~iiation is excepted from disclosure ulider 
seciioiis 552.101, 552.108, 552.130, 552.137, atid 552.147 of the Gover~iment Code. We 
have considered the exceptioils yo11 claim and reviewed tlie submitted information. 

Sectioti 552.108 of tlie Govern~~ient Code excepts from disclosure "[i]iif'ormatio~i held by a 
law enforceinelit agency or prosecutor that deals with tlie detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime [ifl release of tile infor~ilation woiild interfere with the detection, 
in~~estigatioii, or prosecution of crime." A governmental body claimiiig section 552.108 
iiiust reasonably explain how and wily the release of tile requested information would 
interfere with law enforce~neiii. SeeGou't Code $6 552.10S(a)(l); (b)(l), 552.301(e)(l)(A); 
see ulso Ex purte Pruitt, 551 S.Jni.2d 706 (Tex. 1077). Y ~ L I  state tliat tlie submitted 
informati011 relates to a pending criminal investigation, and that the Houston police 
departnie~it advises that release of' tile inforiiiatioii at issue "would interfere wit11 the 
detection and investigation of a crinie," Based on this representation, we coiiclude that the 
release of the i~iformatioii at issue would interfere with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime. See IIozlstorl CI~roizicle Publg  Co. v. Cirj~ of Hor~sto~l,  531 
S.W.2d I77 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houstoii[14tli Dist.] 1975), writ rei"drz,r.e., 536 S.W.2d 559 



Mr. Rashaad 1'. Gambrel1 - Page 2 

(Tex. 1976) (court delineates law enforcement iuterests that are present 111 active cases). 
Tlius, section 552.108(a)(l) is applicable. 

However, sectioii 552.108 does not except from disclosure basic iiiforrnatioii about an 
arrested person, an arrest, or a crime. Gov't Code $ 552.108(c). Basic i~lformatiori refers 
to tile infor~iiation held to be public in Houstoi? Chronicie. T ~ L I S ,  wit11 tile exception ofthe 
basic front-page offense and arrest informatioil, the city may withliold the submitted 
i~lforiiiatioli under section 552.108(a)(l). As our ruling is dispositive, we  do uot address 
your other argiimeiits for exception of the submit~ed informati011 

This letterruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding ally other records or any other circunistances. 

This rulilig triggers important deadlines regarding the rights atid responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, governn~ental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attomey general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code $552.301(f). If tlie 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruliilg, the goveilin~ental body niust appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In order to get the 
full benefit of such ail appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10  calendar days. 
id. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governiilental body does iiot appeal this ruling and tlie 
governlneiitai body does not coniply with it; tlien both the requestor and the attonley geiieral 
have tlie right to file suit against the governinental body to ellforce this ruling. 
Id. $ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the goveriln~eiltai body to release all or pal? of  the requested 
iiifor~nation, the governmental body is responsible foi- taking the next step. Based on tlie 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmeiital body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Goverl~lnent Code or file a l a ~ ~ s u i t  cliallengiilg this rulingp~lrsuallt to section 552.324 of the 
Govern~lient Code. If the govemmeiit;l body fails to do one of these tl~ings, tile11 the 
requestor sliould repoii that failure to the attomey general's Ope11 Goverriii~ent Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint ivitli the district or 
couiity attorney. Id. $ 552.3215(e). 

If tllis ruli~ig requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor call appeal that decision by suing the governniental 
body. Id. 4 552.321(a); Texas Dep '1 of'Puh. S L @ ~  iJ .  Gilh~eatlz, 842 S.  W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Pleasc reinember that under the Act the release of iilfo~~i~atioii triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in coii~pliance with this ruliiig, 
be sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal aiilounts. Questioris or 
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coinplaints about over-cl~arging must be directed to Iladassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the govem~i~eiltal body, the requestor, or any other person has q~iesrions or comnlents 
aboiit this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutoiy deadline for 
contacting us, the attoiney general prefers to receive any comments \?tithin 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Nettles 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 293353 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Julie Griffin 
KTRK-TV 
33 10 Bissonnet 
Hoi~ston, Texas 77005 
(wlo enclosures) 


