
September 20,2007 

Mr. Charles 11. Weir 
Assistant City Attonley 
City of San Antonio 
P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio. Texas 78283-3966 

Dear h~lr. Weir: 

You ask \\.liether certain informntion is s~~bjec t  to required public disclosur~ ui~dcr tlre 
l'ublic Intormation 4ct  jtlic "Act-'), chapter 552 oft11e Government Code. ?. our request lvris 
assigned IT>+ 294075. 

The San Antonio l'olicc Ilepartnrent (the "iicpai-tinciit") rzct?i\ed ;i rcqL:i.si ior iili'oi-mation 
rciating to a sprci5cd case nuinber. You claiill that the rcilucstcd info:.n:atioii is excepted 
from disclosure under section 552.1 01 of'tl~e Govenunent Code. We have considered the 
eucelltion yoti claim ai?d have reviewed the inforn~ation you subnlitted. 

Section 552.101 excepts fiom disclosure "information considered to be confidential by law. 
eiiiier consiiiulioliai, siaiulury, UI  by jiidicial J ~ ~ i ~ i i j i i . "  G o v ' ~  Codi S 552.261. This 
exception encompasses inforillation that other statutes make confidential. Y ~ L I  raise 
section 552.101 in conjunction with section 261.201 ofthe Family Code, wlricll provides in 
pati: 

(a) The following illformation is confidential, is not subject to public release under 
Chapter 552, Government Code, and may be disclosed only for purposes consistent 
with [the Family Code] and applicable federal or state law or under rules adopted by 
an investigating agency: 

(I)  a report of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect made under [chapter 261 
of the Family Code] and the identity of the person making the report: and 
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(2) except as otherwise provided in this section, the files, reports. records, 
conl~i~unications, and working papers used or developed in an investigation 
under [chapter 261 of tlic Family Code] or i11 providing senices as a result 
of ail investigation. 

Fam. Code 3 261.201(a). We find that the subn~itted iilformation does not col~sist of files. 
reports, records, commui~ications, or working papers used or developed in an investigation 
i~nder chapter 261 of the Family Code, so as to fall within the scope of section 261.20l(a). 
See id. 3 261.001(1), (4) (defining "abuse" and "neglect" for purposes of Fam. Code 
~11.261); Open Records DecisionNo. 440 at 2 (1986) (addressing predecessor statute to Fani. 
Code 8 261.201). We therefore conclude that the department may not witllhold any of t11e 
subn~itted information under section 552.101 of the Govern~i~ent Code in conjunctioii wit11 
section 261.201 of the Family Code. As the department clajrns no otl~er exception to 
disclosure, tile siibl~iitted illformation must be released. 

This letter ruling is linlited to tlie particular records at issue iii this request and limited to tlie 
facts as preseiitcd to us; tllercfore. this r~iling must not be relied upon as a previous 
deterinination regarding any other records or any other circi~mstances. 

'Uiis ruling triggers inlporiai~t deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
go\:eminentaI body ancl of tlle requestor. For example. go\;eriuileii!al bodies are proiiiblt:ci 
fioili asking tlie :lttorney general to reconsider this ruling. (;o~'t Coil:: $ 552.;01(f). Iftlic 

. govern:nent;ii body \\ants to cha!lcngc this ruling. [he go\.criiment;ii body i:iiist n ; : ; ~ : ; :  :,\ 
f i l i n~  suit in'iravis Cbiinty within 30 calcndar days. Id. $ 552.324ib). In order to get the i'iill 
benetit of siich 311 appeal. the governmental hod\ ii?itst iilc suit \vitliin 10 caleiitirii t! ,~ys. 
IL/. 2 351.353(b)(i). (c). if the gol-eri~iiieiit:iI body docs not appcal this rulillg and tile 
go\-erni~ieiltal boil) does not comply with it, then hot11 t!,c ~cquestor and tlic attonicy 
general have the right to file suit aga i~~s t  the go\.crn~nental body to enfosce tllis ruline. 
10. 5 5 2 3 2 1  (a). 

If this ruling requires the goverimmental body to release all or part of the requested 
irir'or~riaiio~~, tiit: gui~eri~~iie~iiai body is responsibIc br taking :hi iie;ii step. Gasid ~ i i  :hi 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governniei~tal body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this r~iling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Governme~~t Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then tlie 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. T l ~ e  requestor may also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Id $ 552.3215(e). 

If tiiis ruling requires or permits tlie governinental body to withhold all or sonle of the 
requested information. the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
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body. Id. 5 552.321(a); Texas Dep't of Pub. Safir j~ 1). Gilbrearh, 842 S.W.2d 40S1 41 1 
(lex. App.-Austin 1992: no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of inforliiation triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released ill compliance with rhis ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the informati011 are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
coil~plaii~ts about over-charging tliust be directed to Hadassali Scliloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the gover~~niei~tal body, the requestor, or ally other person Ins questioiis or coxnnients 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Althougli there is no s tat~~tory deadline for 
coritacting us. the attorney general prefers to receive any con~mcnts within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 
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.Ianiqyh~. Morris. 111 C 
ilssistaiit Atrornev General 

Ref  J I Y  294075 

c: Keiiate Taylor 
43 15 Covenaiii Cour: 
Sail Antonio, Texas 78233 
(~w;u cncl"sLires) 


