
September 2 1,2007 

Mr. Andrew Borrego 
Escamilla & Poneck, Inc. 
P.O. Box 200 
San Antonio, Texas 78291-0200 

Dear Mr. Borrego: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"). chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned LD# 289727. 

The Webb County Appraisal District (the "district"), which you represent, received a request 
for: (1) information pertaining to notes or observations made by a named individual 
concerning specified properties; (2) information providing definitions or explanatioils for the 
codes and abbreviations set forth in the "Comp Sales 2007 Grid" and the "Comp Equity 2007 
Grid"; (3) information pertaining to the credentials, resume, and qualifications of a named 
individual: (4) comparable sales for specified residential and commercial properties in the 
applicable regions for the years 2004-2006; and 5) appraisal cards for a specified property. 
You claim that the s~~bmitted infol.mation is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 
of the Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the 
submitted inforination 

Initially, we note that yoti have only submitted information responsive to the fourth category 
of reauested information. To the extent that any additional respoi-isive information exists and 
was not submitted for our review, we assume it has been released. 1f not, yotl must do so at 
this time. See Gov't Code 5 552.006, ,301. ,302; see Open Records Decision No. 664 (2000) 
(noting that if governmental body concludes that no exceptions apply to requested 
information, it must release information as sooil as possible). 
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Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosiire "information considered 
to he confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code 5 552.101. This section encompasses information protected by other slatutes. 
Section 22.27 of the Tax Code states in pertinent part: 

(a) Renditiori statements, real and personal property reports. attachmeiits to 
those statements and reports, and other information the owner of property 
provides to the appraisal office in connection with the appraisal of the 
property. including income and expense information related to a property 
filed with an appraisal office and information voluntarily disclosed to an 
appraisal office or the comptroller about real or personal property sales prices 
after a promise it will be held confidential, are confidential and not open to 
public inspection, The statements and reports and the information they 
contain about specific real or personal property or a specific real or personal 
property owner and information voluntarily disclosed to an appraisal office 
about reai or personal property sales prices after a promise it will be held 
confidential may not be disclosed to anyone other than an e~nployee of the 
appraisal office who appraises property except as authorized by Subsection 
(b) of this section. 

Tax Code 5 22.27(a). We understand that the district is an "appraisal office" for the purposes 
of section 22.27(a). You indicate that the district obtained the information at issue in 
connection with appraisals of property. You state that "[tlhe information was provided to 
the [dlistrict in a confidential manner." Yoil also state that none of the exceptions listed in 
section 22.27(b) apply. You do not infolm us, however. whether or to what extent tile 
information at issue was disclosed to the district by property owners after tl promise that the 
information would be held confidential. Nevertheless, to the extent that the information at 
issue was voluntarily disclosed to the district by a property owner after a promise of 
confidentiality, we conclude that the information is confidential under section 22.27(a) of the 
?'ax Code and must be withheld from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government 
Code. To the extent that the information at issue was not voli~~itarily disclosed to the district 
by a property owner after a promise of confidentiality: we conclude that the informatio~~ is 
not confidential under section 22.27(a) and may not be withheld undel- section 552.101. 
Because you ciaim no other exception to disclosure, any information that is not confidential 
under section 22.27 must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
zovernmental body and of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited - 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(f). If the 
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govern~nental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit i u  Travis County within 30 calendar days. Icl. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Id. 8 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney general 
have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. Id. 
$ 552.321 (a). 

If this ruling reqitires the governrnental body to release all or part of the req~iested 
information. the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling. the governmental body 
will either release tile public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governrnental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
i-equestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Id. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. 8 552.32!(a); Texas Dep'r of Pth .  Safely v. Gilbrenth, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41! 
(Tex. App.-A~isiin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures ~ O I -  

costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to I-iadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmentai body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although therc is no statutory deadline fol- 
contacting LIS_ the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

~ennif;l;- Luttrall 
Assistant Attorney General 
Ope11 Records Division 
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Ref: a># 289727 

Enc. Submitted doculnents 

C: Ms. Karina C. Cantu 
Attorney at Law 
127 East Travis Street 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
(W/O enclosures) 


