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Dear Mr. Bradford:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 323062.

The Travis County Sheriffs Office (the "sheriff') received a request for information
pertaining to two specified incident reports. You claim that the requested information is
excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have
considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Initially, we note that some of the information you have submitted to this office is not
responsive to a portion ofthe specific request for information. The requestor is seeking only
driver's license and vehicle information pertaining to a named individual from incident
report number 07-10589, but you have submitted the entire report. We note thatthis report
does not contain the requested driver's license or vehicle information. This ruling does not
address the public availability ofthis non-responsive information.1 Furthermore, the sheriff
need not release this information in response to this request.

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision;" Gov't
Code §552.101. This section encompasses information made confidential by statute, such
as section 261.201(a) ofthe Family Code. Section 261.201 (a) provides as follows:

IAccordingly, we do not address your claim for the non-responsive information under section 552.101
ofthe Government Code.
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(a) The following information is confidential, is not subject to public release I

under Chapter 552, Government Code, and may be disclosed only for I
_. . I

purposes consistentwitli tliis·code and applicablefederal<£stlite law or under [
!

rules adopted by an investigating agency: i

------------E-1}a-rep0rt-0f-aneged-0r-sU~peGted-abuse-0r-negleGt-made-under-this ,l
,--~---chapter-and-the-identity-o:fthe-person-making-the-report;-and-------~-~---j

i
(2) except as otherwise provided in this section, the flIes, reports, i

____ ______ Lecmds,.J:Ql11l11unicanQD.s,and wm'kingpap_ers us~.d_ Qr d~y~lQpedill_ ___ _ j
----- - --------------@iI1Yestlgationunder tIllschapter or i.rl provIdingservIceS-as a resuTi-------------1
----- -- --- -- --------- -- ofaiiiiivesTigation.--------------------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ----------------

Fam. Code § 261.201(a). Upon review, we find you have provided no arguments showing
----------- how Incident report number 06-28417 concerns child abuse or neglect or how it was used in

an investigation of child abuse or neglect for purposes of section 261.201. See id.
§261.001(1), (4) (defining "abuse" and "neglect" for purposes ofchapter 261 ofthe Family
Code). Thus, we find that you have failed to demonstrate how section 261.201-ofthe Family
Code is applicable to incident report number 06..28417 and it may not be withheld on this
basis. As you raise no other argurrients against disclosure of the responsive information, it
must be released.2

This letter ruling is limitedto the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code § 552.301 (£). Tfthe
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must file suit in
Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. § 552.324(b). In order to get the full benefit of
such a challenge, the 'goveI11I1iental body must file suit within 10 calendar days.
Id. § 552.353(b)(3). If the governmental body does not file suit over this ruling and the
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling.
Id. § 552,321(a).

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the

2We note that the submitted infonnation contains a social security number. Section 552.147(b) ofthe
Government Code authorizes a government body to redact a living person's social security number from public
release without the necessity ofrequesting a decision from this office under the Act.
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statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the

.~....~ ... ~... ~. ~g~~~=~~~·~~~~~ri~~:;~:~~~:~;~g~~~h~~;i~g ~:~~a;~~6t~:~~O~~::~~;:e~f~~~ I
-------re-q-u-,-es=t-or-"1sl1oula report mat failure roille attorney generat'sOpen GovernmenCHot1i:=n~e,------+1

------toll-:free,at-~8'7-7-)-6'J.3~6839·.-1'he-requestor-may-also-file.a-complaint..with.the.district.or-------+I

county-attorney.-Id-§-552.3215(e).~_. ·---~I
I

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the !

___ __~_l"~quystedipformation,the request()r can cha.ll~llgethat~ecis!ol1bysuing th~_governm~nta! ._ .-1
----~------[iody. -ld:-§-552~32Tta); Texas-Dep-'t oJPiiE--Saletj v. -Gilbreath--:-X4TS~"W~2a __4U8~4n--------r

···-----·-----(Tex.App. ... -AustilfT992;niY--writr-------------· --------- .... ---------.-.~-----~- ..------- ... ~------

Please remember that under the Act the release ofinformation triggers certain proceduresfor
--c-psts and charges to fhe requestor. Ifrecords arereleased-in compliance with. tills ruring, Ee-;---~------

sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the
Attorney General at (SI2)47S.,2497.

If the governinental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for
GontaGting-us,-th€·attom€y-g€n€ral-pf€f€fs-to-f€c€ive-any-comments-within-l-O-calendar-da;ys
of the date of this ruling.

Sincerely,

Paige Savoie
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

PSlma

Ref: ID# 323062

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Mr. Dennis Turner
1801 Warner Ranch Road #1616
Round Rock, Texas 78664
(w/o enclosures)


