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Dear Ms. McPhee:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was .
assigned ID# 322924.

The Georgetown Police Department (the "department"), which you represent, received five
reque$ts for. infoplla,tioll reJi;lteg to a, :3PeCific inciclel1t. __ Y0ll claim that the._ sul:>ll1itted
information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 ofthe Government Code. We
have considered the -exception you claim-and reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from public disclosure "information
considered to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or byjudicial decision."
Gov't Code § 552.101. This section encompasses section 261.20 1(a) ofthe Family Code,

. which provides as follows:

The following information is confidential, is not subject to public release
under Chapter 552, Government Code, and may be disclosed only for
purposes consistent with this code and applicable federal or state law or under
rules adopted by an investigating agency:

(1) a report of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect made under this
chapter and the identity of the person making the report; and

.-- -----(2rexcepfaSotherwise provided TIi tills seaion~-tJie files; reports;--
records, communications, audiotapes, videotapes and working papers
used or developed in an investigation under this chapter or in
providing services as a result of an investigation.

Fam. Code § 261.201(a). In this instance, the submitted information concerns a lost child.
Although you contend that the information at issue pertains to an investigation of alleged
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abuse or neglect, we find that you have failed to adequately demonstrate how this
information was used or developed in an investigation under chapter 261 ofthe Family Code.
See id. § 261.001 (defining "abuse" and "neglect" for purposes ofchapter 261 ofthe Family
Code). Consequently, no portion of the submitted information may be withheld under

-----~--- section 55L:TOToftlie GovermnenrCoaein conjUnction with section 26T201oftne-Pamily
- -Code. -- -- -- --- ------- ----- ----- ---- -~ -- ---- -- -- ---- - -~- --. ---- -
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Section-552-:BO-ofthdJovernment-eode-excepts-from-disclosure-information-that-~~relates~~~~~~-

to ... a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit issued by an agency ofthis state ~
[Qr] a motor vehicle title or registration issued by an agency ofthis state."!' Gov't Code

i-~~~~~--=§O----5-="5'=-c2o-.-o-13·0. It appears that portions of the sumnitted-iIiformation are Ticensep1ate numoers. ---- .
Accordingly, if this information is Texas license plate numbers, then the department must
withhold the information we have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code.
If this information is not Texas license plate numbers, then it must be released with the
remaining information.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at iss'ue in this request and limited to the
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental bodyand oftherequestor.For example, governmental.bodies are prohibited
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code § 552.301(f). Ifthe
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must file suit in
Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. § 552.324(b). In order to get the full benefit of
such a challenge, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days.
Id. § 552.353(b)(3). If the governmental body does not file suit over this ruling and the
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling.
Id. § 552.321(a).

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based.on the
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 ofthe
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the

- ---requestor__ shouldreporUhaLfailure Jo_the_attotll_ey ge.nexaeS9pell D_QY~Jlml@1JiQm~,__ __ __
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or
county attorney. Id. § 552.3215(e).

l The Office of the Attorney General will raise a mandatory exception on behalf of a governmental
body, but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987),480 (1987),470
(1987).
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If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the
requested information, the requestor can challenge that decision by suing the governmental
body. Id. § 552.321(a); Texas Dep't ofPub. Safety v. Gilbreath, 842 S.W.2d 408, 411

------- ---(Te-x-:A:pp. A:UstiilT992~-hoWfitr~-~-"~-------

1
i

,-----1
Please remember that under the Act the release ofinfonnation triggers certain prQcedures for

---costs and-charges to-the'requestoc--Ifrecords-are-releasedin compliance-with-thisruling,be-------'
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or I

~~~~_%.~~~~~~~;:~~~_~~(~~l~~;~i~~-:~~t be directed to Hadassah ~ch_lo_ss_~~~he _O_f_fi~e of th_e~~~~~~_'jJ

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendardays
of the date of this ruling.

Chris Schulz
Assistant Attorney General
Open RecordsDivision

CS/jb

Ref: ID# 322924

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Ms. Isadora Vail
Austin- American Statesman
Williamson County Bureau
203 East Main Street
Round Rock, Texas 78664
(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Greg Watson
10700 Metric Boulevard
Austin, Texas 78758
(w/o enclosures)

Ms. Stephanie Serna
KXAN
clo Ms. Eileen McPhee
Carls, McDonald & Dalrymple, L.L.P.
Balion Oaks Plaza 2
901 South Mopac Expressway, Suite 500

____ t\.ustin,I~:~m~]~719_

(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Rudy Koski
KTBC Fox 7
119 East 10th Street
Austin, Texas 78701
(w/o enclosures)
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Mr. Steve Alberts
KVUE
3201 Steck
Austin, Texas 78757
\.w70 enclosures)


