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Ms. AshleyD. Fotui
Assistant District Attorney
Tan-ant County
401 West Bellmap
Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0201

0R2009-00891

Dear Ms. Fourt:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public fuformation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govennnent Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 332791.

The Tarrant County Juvenile Services Depaliment (the "depaliment") received a request for
all records pertaining to a nalned individual. You claim that the submitted information is
excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Govennnent Code. We have
considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation.

Section 552.101 of the Govennnent Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial.decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses infonnationprotected by other statutes, such
as section 58.007 of the Family Code. The relevant language of section 58.007 reads as
follows:

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), law enforcement records and files
concerning a child and infonnation stored, by electronic means or otherwise,
concerning the child from which a record or file could be generated may not
be disclosed to the public alld shall be:

(1) if maintained on paper or microfihn, kept separate from
adult files and records;
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(2) ifmaintained electrOIiically in the same computer system
as records or files relating to adults, be accessible lmder
controls that are separate and distinct from controls to access
electronic data conceming adults; and

(3) maintained on a local basis only and not sent to a central
state or federal depositOly, except as provided by Subchapter
B, D, andE.

(e) Law enforcement records and files conceming a child may be inspected
or copied by a juvenile justice agency as that tenn is defined by
Section 58.101, a criminal justice agency as that tenn is defined by
Section 411.082, Govemment Code,the child, and the child's parent or
guardian.

(j) Before a child or a child's paTent or guaTdianmayinspect or copy a record
or file concerning the child under Subsection (e), the custodian ofthe record
or file shall redact:

(1) any personally identifiable information about a juvenile
suspect, offender, victim, or witness who is not the child; and

(2) any information that is excepted from required disclosure
under Chapter 552, Govenllnent Code, or other law.

Fam. Code § 58.007(c), (e), (j). Juvenile law enforcement records relating to conduct that
occurred on or after September 1,1997 are confidential under section 58.007. Forpurposes
of section 58.007, "child" means a person who is ten years of age or older and under
seventeen years ofage. See id. § 51.02(2). We have revie:ved the submitted information and
find it consists oflaw enforcement records arising from or involving delinquent conduct by
the juvenile at issue that occlmed after September 1, 1997. Thus, this infol111ation is subject
to section 58.007(c). Although you assert that the requestor does not have a right of access
to this information, we note that the requestor is the attol11ey of the juvenile offender listed
in the submitted information. Under section 58.007(e), the requestor may inspect law
enforcement records conceming his own client. Id. § 58.007(e). However, any personally
identifiable information conceming otherjuvenile suspects, offenders, victims, or witnesses
must be redacted. See id. § 58.007(j)(1). Therefore, the depmiment must withhold the
identifying information of the other juvenile offenders or witnesses under section 552.101
of the Govemment Code in conjunction with section 58.007(j) of the Family Code.
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Section 58.007G) also states that a govemmental body must redact any information that is
excepted from disclosure tillder the Act. See id. § 58.007G)(2). We note that the submitted
information contains criminal history record infomlation and Texas motor vehicle record
infonnation. Accordingly, we address sections 552.101 and 552.130 of the Govemment
Code. l

. Section 552.101 of the Govel11ment Code also encompasses CHRI ("CHRI") generated by
the National Crime Infonnation Center or by the Texas Crime Infonnation Center. Title 28,
pmi 20 ofthe Code of Federal Regulations govems the release of CHRI that state agencies
obtain from the federal govel11ment or other states. Open Records Decision No. 565 (1990).
The federal regulations allow each state to follow its individual law with respect to CHRI it
generates. Id. Section 411.083 ofthe Govel11ment Code deems confidential CRRI that the
Department ofPublic Safety ("DPS") maintains, except that the DPS may disseminate tIns
infonnation in accordmlce with chapter 411, subchapter F of the Govenmlent Code. See
Gov't Code § 411.083. Sections 411.083(b)(1) and 411.089(a) authorize a criminal justice
agency to obtain CHRI; however, a criminaljustice agencymay onlyrelease CHRI to another
criminal justice agency for a criminal justice purpose. Id. § 411.089(b)(1). Other entities
specified in chapter 411 ofthe Govemment ~ode are entitled to obtain CHRI from the DPS
or mlother criminal justice agency; however, those entities may not release CRRI except as
provided by chapter 411. See generally id. §§ 411.090-411.127. Fruihermore, any CRRI
obtained from DPS or any other criminal justice agency must be withheld tillder
section 552.101 ofthe Govel11ment Code in conjunction with Govemment Code chapter 411,
subchapter F. Thus, the department must withhold the CRRI, which we have marked, within
the submitted information under section 552.101 of the Govel11ment Code in conjtillction
with chapter 411 of the Govel11ment Code. See id. § 411.083(b)(3).

We also note that the submitted infonnation includes Texas motor vehicle record information
subject to section 552.130 of the Govemment Code. Section 552.130 excepts from
disclosure information that relates to a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit
and a personal identification document issued by an agency of this state. Gov't Code
§ 552.130(a)(l), (3). Accordingly, the department must withhold the Texas driver's license
and personal identification numbers we have marked tillder section 552.130 of the
Govemment Code.

In summary, the department must withhold the marked personally identifiable infonnation
concerning the juvenile offenders or witnesses other than the requestor's client tillder.
section 58.007G)(1) of the Fmnily Code. The department must also withhold the marked
CRRI under section 552.101 in conjunction with federal law and chapter 411 of the
Govemment Code. The department must withhold the marked Texas driver's license and

IThe Office ofthe Attorney General will raise mandatory exceptions onbehalfofa governmentalbody,
but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987),480 (1987), 470
(1987).
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personal identification numbers pursuant to section 552.130 ofthe Govemment Code? The
remaining infonnation must be released to the requestor pursuant to section 58.007(e) ofthe
Family Code.3

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in tIns request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govemmental body and of the requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orLphp,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govel1unent Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attomey General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerely,

oat~
Christina Alvarado
Assistant Attomey General
Open Records Division

CAicc

Ref: ID# 332791

Enc. Submitted documents

cc: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

2We note that some of the information being released is confidential illlder section 552.130 of the
Govemment Code, and not subject to release to the general public. However, the requestor has a right ofaccess
to his client's infOlmation as his authorized representative. See Gov't Code § 552.023 (person or person's
authorized representative has special right of access to records that contain infolTIlation relating to the person
that are protected frompublic disclosure by laws intended to protect that person's privacy interests). Therefore,
ifthe department receives another request for tIus infOlmation from an individual other fuan tIus requestor, the
department should again s~ek our decision.

3We note that the subnlitted information.contains social security numbers. Section 552. 147(b) ofthe
Govemment Code authorizes a govelmnent body to redact a living person's social security number fi:om public
release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office under fue Act.


