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Mr. C. Patrick Phillips
Assistant City Attol11ey
City ofFOli WOlih
1000 Throc1anorton Street, 3rd Floor

________Eort_WorQl, Texas_76102 _

0R2009-05999

Dear Mr. Phillips:

You ask whether celiain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Governrnent Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 342027 (PlR# 2056-09).

The City ofFort Worth (the "city") received a request for infol111ation on a car impounded
by the city's police depmiment. You state that Texas-issued motor vehicle record
infonnation will be redacted under section 552.130 of the Govenm1ent Code pursuant to
previous detenninations issued by this office in Open Records Letter Nos., 2006-14726
(2006) and 2007-00198 (2007). See Gov't Code § 552.301(a); Open Records Decision
No. 673 at 7-8 (2991). You also claim that you have redacted social security numbers
pursuant to section 552.147 of the Govel11ment Code. 1 You claim that the submitted

--iiiIorimific)liisexcepted:6.'onl c1ise1bslrreimder sectioi1s 552.101,552.130, al1:d 552.136 6fthe'
Govenunent Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted infonnation.

Section 552.101 excepts :6.'om disclosure "infol111ation considered to be.confidential by law,
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code § 552.101.
Section 552.101 encompasses the doctrine of common-law privacy, which protects

tSection 552.147(b) of the GovelID11ent Code authorizes a govenunental body to redact a living
person's social security munber from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision j).-om this
office lU1der the Act.
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infonnation if (1) the infonnation contains highly intimate or embanassing facts the
publication of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) the
infonnation is not oflegitimate concel11 to the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident
Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668,685 (Tex. 1976). To demonstrate the applicability of cOlmnon-1aw
privacy, both prongs ofthis test must be demonstrated. Id. at 681-82. This office has fOlUld
personal financial infonnation not relating to a financial transaction between an individual
and a govel11menta1 body is generally excepted fi·om required public disclosure under
common-law privacy. See Open Records Decision No. 600 (1992) (finding personal
financial infonnation to include designation ofbeneficiary ofemployee's retirement benefits
and optional insurance coverage; choice of paliicu1ar insurallCe can-ier; direct deposit
authorization; and fonns allowing employee to allocate pretax compensation to group
insurance, health care, or dependent care). Accordingly, except as we have marked for
release, the city must withhold the personal financial infonnation you have marked under
section 552.101 ofthe GovenU11ent Code in conjunction with conU110n-1aw privacy.

--- -------¥ou-cIaim-that-some-o£theremaininginfolTIlationjs-excepted-lUldeLsectiolL552.110~oithe ~ ~_

Govemment Code, which provides that infonnation relating to a motor vehicle operator's
license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by a Texas agency is
excepted fi·om public release. Gov't Code § 552.130(a)(1), (2). Accordingly, the Texas
motor vehicle record infOlmation you have marked, and the additional infonnation we have
marked, must be withheld pursuant to section 552.130 ofthe Govel11ment Code.

Section 552.136(b) of the Govel11ment Code states that "[n]otwithstanding any other
provision of [the Act], a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device number that is
collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a govenU11enta1 body is confidential."
Id. § 552.l36(b); see id. §552. 136(a) (defining "access device"). This office has detennined
insurance policy numbers are access device-numbers for purposes ofsection 552.136. Upon
review, we agree the marked insurallCe policy munber is an access device number for the
purposes of section 552.136. Accordingly, the city must withhold the insurance policy
number you have marked lmder section 552.136 ofthe Govemment Code.

____ ~~ __ In_SU111l11al)',~x~ept vyh(3rc: we ha,,~Il1_arked f~E l"e1_ea~~, _the_ Ci~y_lPUSt ""itll1:~()l~ t1~e per~()~l~l__~_ __ ____
financial infonnation you have mal'ked under section 552.101 ofthe Govermnent Code in
conjunction with common-law privacy. The city must withhold the motor vehicle record
infonnation you have marked, and the additional infonnation we have marked, lmder
section 552.130 ofthe Govel11ment Code. The city must also withhold the insurance policy
number you have marked under section 552.136 ofthe Govel11ment Code. The remaining
infonnation must be re1eased.2

2However, because some ofthe information being released is confidential with respect to the general
public, if the city receives another request for tillS particular information from a different requestor, the city
should again seek a decision from tillS office.
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This letter ruling is limited to the paliicular infonnation at issue in this request alld limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detel11Iination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstalICes.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenunental body and ofthe requestor. For more information cOllceming those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll fi..ee,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concel11ing the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attol11ey General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerel, ~
:..-'

- -~-~._-- ._-_._---- --

Jonathan Miles
Assistant Attol11ey General
Open Records Division

JM/cc

Ref:ID# 342027

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

I
I

I
i

I

F
!


