
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

May 12, 2009

Ms. C11stina Blanton·
Bovey & Bojorquez, L.L.P.
12325 Hymeadow Drive Suite 2-100
Austin, Texas 78750

0R2009-06410

Dear Ms. Blanton:

You ask whether celiain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public InfonnationAct (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govennnent Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 348301.

The Town of Horizon City (the "town"), which you represent, received a request for the
minutes ofcity council meetings from May 1, 2000 to the date ofthe request. You claim that
the requested infonnation is excepted from disclosure under section 552.103 of the
Govennnent Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the
infonnation you submitted. 1

We first note that the instant request for inf01111ation is specifically confined to minutes of
city cOlillcil meetings dUl1ng the specified time interval. Thus, only the submitted minutes
of city council meetings and the attaclnnents to those minutes are re~ponsive to the instant
request. This decision does not address the public availability of the rest of the submitted
infonnation, which is not responsive to this request, and the town need not release the non­
responsive infonnation in response to this request.

IThis letter ruling aSSlU11es that the submitted representative sample of infonnation is truly
representative of the requested information as a whole. Tills ruling neither reaches nor authorizes the town to
withhold any infonnation that is substantially different from the submitted inf01111ation. See Gov't Code
§§ 552.301(e)(1)(D), .302; Open Records Decision Nos. 499 at 6 (1988), 497 at 4 (1988).
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We next note that the minutes of a governmental body's public meetings are specifically
made public lmder the Open Meetings Act, chapter 551 ofthe Govenmlent Code. See Gov't
Code § 551.022 (minutes and tape recordings of open meeting are public records and shall
be available for public inspection and copying on request to gove111111ental body's chief
administrative officer or officer's designee). As a general mle, the exceptions to disclosure
fOlmd in the Act are not applicable to infonnation that other statutes make public. See Open
Records Decision Nos. 623 at 3 (1994),525 at 3 (1989). Therefore, the responsive meeting
minutes and the attaclnnents to those minutes may not be withheld lmder section 552.103 of
the Govenmlent Code. Instead, the responsive inf01111ation must be released in its entirety
pursuant to section 551.022 of the Govenmlent Code.

This letter ruling is limited to the pmiicular infonnation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this mling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances.

This mling triggers important deadlines regarding the lights and responsibilities of the
govemmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infOlmation conceming those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Att0111ey General's Open Govennllent Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conce111ing the allowable charges for providing public
information lmder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Att0111ey General at (512) 475-2497.

SI cerely,'P1~

J es W. Morris, ill
Assistant Att0111ey General
Open Records Division

JWM/cc

Ref: ID# 348301

Enc: Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


