
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

December 18, 2009

Ms. Mamey Collins Sims
General Counsel
Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School District
P.O. Box 692003
Houston, Texas 77269-2003

0R2009-17977

Dear Ms. Sims:

You ask whether certain infOlTIlation is subject to required public disc10sme under the
~ ~~_c.·_ _. "])lloTic:rnr6rm:atioiiAaC(the"Aai'r-cnapfer552onlie~Govei1llriei1fCoae.~Yolrr-requesf~was

assigned ID# 364645.

The Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School District (the "district") received a request for
infonnationpertaining to employeepayroll deductions for "APTE, TSTAlNEA, TCTAAND
AFT." You claim that the requested infonnation is excepted from disc10sme under
section 552.101 ofthe Govennnent Code. We have considered the exception you claim and
reviewed the submitted infonnation.

Section 552.101 ofthe Govennnent Code excepts :B.-om disc10sme "infonnation considered
to be confidential by law, either constihltional, statutory, or by judicialdecision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses the doctrine of common-law privacy.
Common-law privacy protects infonnation that (1) contains highly intimate or embalTassing
facts the publication ofwhich wouldbe highly objectionable to a reasonable person and (2) is,
not of legitimate conce111 to the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540
S.W.2d 668,685 (Tex. 1976). This office has fOlUld that personal financial infonnationnot
relating to a financial transactionbetween an individual and a govemmental body is excepted
from required public disclosme lUlder common-law privacy. See Open Records Decision
Nos. 600 (1992) (public employee's withllolding allowance celiificate, designation of
beneficiary ofemployee's retirement benefits, direct deposit authorization, and employee's
decisions regarding vohUltmy benefits progrmlls, mnong others, moe protected lUlder
cOlmnon-law privacy), 523 at 4 (1989) (noting distinction lUlder common-law privacy
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between confidential background financial infonnation furnished to public body about
individual and basic facts regarding paIiicular finaIlcial transaction between individual and
public body), 373 at 4 (1983) (detennination of whether public's interest in obtaining
personal financial information is sufficient to justify its disclosure must be made on
case-by-case basis).

You state the submitted information reveals deductions made for membership in private
organizations that are not affiliated with the district. Upon review ofyom representation and
the information at issue, we find that the submitted infonnation is highly intimate or
embarrassing and not oflegitimate public concem. Therefore, the' district must withhold the
submitted information pmSUaIlt to section 552.101 ofthe Govemment Code in conjunction
with common-law privacy.

This letter TIlling is limited to the paI·ticular infonnation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, tIus TIlling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination regarding aI1Y other information or aI1Y other circumstaI1Ces.

This TIlling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govenunental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights aIld
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php,

..... _._QJ~G_a,lL',the"".Qffi£Cl.9LthCl_.AttQm~y.Q~n~ml's_~Qmm'<::J.QYElJJ11Jl~l1L_lIQt1i11~,~J()11.ft~e,_ ,__ , ,._,.' __ ~
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
infOlmation lUlder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attomey General, tolLfi..ee, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Luttrall
:A.SSiStaIlt Attomey General
Open Records Division

JL/dls

Ref: ID# 364645

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


