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Assistant Attorney General
Public Information Coordinator
General Counsel Division
Office of the Attorney General
P.O. Box 12548
Austin, Texas 78711-2548

OR2010-00826

Dear Mr. Hargrove:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under
chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 368027 (PIR No.
09-26370). '

The Office ofthe Attorney General (the "OAG") received a request for "correspondence sent
to or received from Senator Kay Hutchison or her office during the period January 1993" to
,the date of the request. The OAG states it will release most of the information and argues
the information it marked is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101, 552.132, and
552.137 of the Government Code. We have considered the OAG's claimed exceptions and
have reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 excepts "information considered to be confidential by law, either
constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code § 552.101. Section 552.101
encompasses the doctrine of common-law privacy. Common-law privacy protects
inforlllgltiQlLif (1) th~jp.fQl1n~tiQll~ontainshigl1lyjntimateor ~mbarrassingJacts the

------p,ublication-of-which-would-be-highly-objectionable-to-a--reasonable--person~and-(-2JLhe-------i

information is not oflegitimate concern to the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident
Ed., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685 (Tex. 1976), cert. denied, 430 U.S. 931 (1977). The types of
information consideredintimate and embarrassing bythe Texas Supreme Court in Industriar
Foundation included information relating to sexual assault, pregnancy, mental or physical
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abuse in the workplace, illegitimate children, psychiatric treatment of mental disorders,
attempted suicide, and injuries to sexual organs. 540 S.W.2d at 683. After review of the
information,' we agree the OAG must withhold the information it marked as private under
section 552.101 because it is highly intimate or embarrassing and is of no legitimate public
interest.

Section 552.132 of the Government Code provides in pertinent part as follows:

(a) ..., in this section, "crime victim or claimant" means a victim or
claimant under Subchapter B, Chapter 56, Code of Criminal Procedure, who
has filed an application for compensation under that subchapter.

(b) The following information held by the crime victim's compensation
division of the attorney general's office is confidential:

(1) the name, social security number, address, or telephone number
of a crime victim or claimant; or

(2) any other information the disclosure of which would identify or
tend to identify the crime victim or claimant.

Gov't Code § 552.132. We agree the OAG must withhold the marked crime victims'
identifying information pursuant to section 552.132.

Section 552.136 of the Government Code states "[n]otwithstanding any other provision of
this chapter, a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device number that is collected,
assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential." Id. § 552.136(b).
"Access device" is an account number, personal identification number, electronic serial
number, mobile identification number, or other instrument identifier or means of account
access that alone or in conjunction with another access device may be used to 1) obtain
money, goods, services, or an,other thing of value or 2) initiate a transfer of funds other than
a transfer originated solely by paper instrument. Accordingly, the OAG must withhold the
account number we marked under section 552.136.

Lastly, section 552.137 of the Government Code provides an e-mail address of a member of
the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating electronically with a
governmental body is confidential and not subject to disclosure unless the individual
affirmatively consents to its-release. -1d.-§552.137(a), (b). The OAG explains the -

------individu-als-lrave-nnrc1rnsented-to release oflne e-mail addresses. Tnerefore, the OAG-;;;m=u=s;;r---------I
withhold the e-mail addresses it marked under section 552.137.
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This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, at (877)
673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public information
under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of the Attorney
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

~-~~
Yen-HaLe
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

YHL/sdk

Ref: ID# 368027

Enc: Marked documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


