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Dear Mr. Wyatt:

You ask whether certain infOl1llation is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Infonn;:ttion ACt (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 369695.

The City of Richardson (the "city"), which you represent, received a request for "a list of
mobile communication devices issued or reimbursed, the respective lllunbers, and names of
individuals who use them." You claim portions ofthe sUbmitted infonnation are excepted
from disclosure under section 552.117 ofthe Government Code.1 We have considered the
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted infonnation.

Section 552.1l7(a)(2) of the Govenllnent Code excepts from public disclosure the CUlTent
and fonl1er home addresses and telephone numbers, social security numbers, and family
member infonnation peliaining to a peace officer, regardless ofwhether the officer elected
under section 552.024 or 552.1175 of the Govenllnent Code to keep such infonnation
confidentia1.2 Gov't Code § 552.1l7(a)(2). Section 552.117(a)(2) applies to records that a

, IAlthough you raise section 552.1175 for this information, we note section 552.117(a)(2) is the proper
exception to raise for information pertaining to a peace officer that a goveming body holds in an employment
capacity. See Gov't Code § 552.117.

2Section 552.117(a)(2) applies to a "peace officer" as defIned by aliicle 2.12 ofthe Code ofCriminal
Procedure.
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gove111mental body is holding in an employment capacity. We note that
section 552.117(a)(2) of the Gove111ment Code is applicable to a peace officer's cellular
telephone number or pager number only ifthe cellular telephone service or pager service is
paid for by the officer with his or her own funds. See Open Records Decision No. 670 at 6
(2001) (deternlining that a gove111mental body may withhold the home addresses and
telephone numbers, personal cellular telephone and pager numbers, social securitymunbers,
and family member inf01111ation ofits peace officers under section 552.117(a)(2) without the
necessity of requesting an att0111ey general decision). You have marked cellular telephone
numbers and pager numbers in the submitted inf01111ation ofpeace officers employed by the
city. Therefore, to the extent the cellular telephone numbers and pager numbers you have
marked are paid for by the peace officers' own funds, the city must withhold this inf01111ation
under section 552.117(a)(2) of the Govenllnent Code. See ORD 670.

We note that pOliions ofthe submitted infonnation maybe subject to section 552.117(a)(1)
ofthe Govenunent Code. Section 552.117(a)(1) excepts from disclosure the home addresses
and telephone numbers, social security numbers, and family member infonnation ofcun-ent
or fonner officials or employees of a govenllnental body who request that this infOlmation
be kept confidentiallmder section 552.024. See Gov't Code § 552.117. This section also
encompasses personal cellular telephone numbers and pager numbers, provided that the
cellular telephone number and pager number is paid for by the employee with his or her own
funds. See ORD 670 at 6; see also Open Records Decision 506 at 5-7 (1988) (statutOly
predecessor to section 552.117 not applicable to cellular telephone numbers provided and
paid for by govemmental body and intended for official use). Whether a particular piece of
infonnation is protected by section 552.117 must be detennined at the time the request for
it is received. See Open Records Decision No. 530 at 5 (1989). To the extent any of the
pager numbers and cellular numbers in the submitted infolmation pertain to city employees
who timely elected confidentiality under section 552.024, and provided that the cellular
telephone number or pager number is paid for by the employee, the city must withhold the
cellular telephone number or pager number under section 552.117(a)(1).

In smmnary, to the extent the cellular telephone numbers and pager numbers you have
marked is paid for by the peace officers' own funds, the city must withhold this infonnation
under section 552.117(a)(2) of the Govenunent Code. To the extent any of the remaining
cellular telephone numbers and pager numbers peliain to city employees who timely elected
confidentialitylmder section 552.024 ofthe Govenllnent Code, and provided that the cellular
telephone number or pager number is paid for by the employee, the city must withhold this
infonnation under section 552.117(a)(l) of the Govenllnent Code. The remaining
infOlmation must be released.

This letter ruling is limited to the patiicular infonnation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination regarding any other inf01111ation or any other circmnstatlCes.
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This ruling triggers impOliant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govemmental body and ofthe requestor. For more inf01111ation c0l1ce111ing those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Att0111ey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
infOlmation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attomey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Pamela WissemmU1
Assistant Att0111ey General
Open Records Division

PFW/cc

Ref: ID# 369695

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


