
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG AB BOT T

February 24,2010

Ms. Marivi Gamibini
City Attomey's Office
City ofIrving
825 West Irving Boulevard
Irving, Texas 75060

0R2010-02758

Dear Ms. Gambini:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 371159.

The City ofh'ving (the "city") received a request for the "owner contact infonnation - all
records" of a dog that was impounded at the city animal shelter during a specified time
period. You claim portions ofthe submitted infonnation are excepted from disclosure under
section 552.101 ofthe Govenunent Code. We have considered the exception you claim and
reviewed the submitted infonnation.

Section 552.101 of the Govemment Code excepts from disclosure "infoll11ation considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses section 826.0211 of the Health and Safety
Code, which provides in pertinent part:

Infonnation contained in a rabies vaccination certificate or in any record
compiled from the information contained in one or more certificates that
identi£tes or tends to identify an owner or an address, telephone 11lunber, or
other personally identifying infomlation of an owner of a vaccinated animal
is confidential and not subjec~ to disclosure under Chapter 552, GovenU11elit
Code. The infoll11ation contained in the celiificate or record may not include
the social security number or the driver's license number of the owner ofthe
vaccinated animal.

Health & Safety Code § 826.021l(a). You indicate that the submitted documents were
compiled from rabies vaccination celiificates. You have highlighted infonnation that
identifies or tends to identify the owner of a vaccinated animal that is confidential lmder
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section 826.0211. Therefore, the city must withhold the inf01111ation you have highlighted
in the submitted documents under section 552.101 ofthe GovenU11ent Code in conjunction
with section 826.0211 of the Health and Safety Code.!

We note that some of the remaining information is protected by copyright. A custodian of
public records must comply with the copyright law and is not required to f1.1111ish copies of
records that :are copyrighted. See Att0111ey General Opinion JM-672 (1987). A
governmental bodymust allow inspection ofmaterials that are subj ect to copYlight protection
unless an exception applies to the inf01111ation. See id. If a member of the public wishes to
make copies ofcopYl'ighted materials, the person must do so unassisted by the govennnental
body. In making copies, the member ofthe public assumes the duty of compliance with the
copYl"ight law and the risk of a copYl"ight infiingement suit. See Open Records Decision
No. 550 (1990).

In summary, the city must withhold the identifying inf01111ation you have highlighted under
section 552.101 ofthe Government Code in conjunction with section 826.0211 ofthe Health
and Safety Code. The remaining inf01111ation must be released; however, any cOPYl"ighted
inf01111ation may only be released in accordance with copYl'ight law.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular inf01111ation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
dete1111ination regarding any other inf01111ation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govennnentalbody and of the requestor. For more information conceming those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex orl.php,
or call the Office of the Att0111ey General's Open GovenU11ent Hotline, toll fi'ee,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conce111ing the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Pamela WissE(ma1U1
Assistant Atto111ey General
Open Records' Division

PFW/cc

lAs our ruling is dispositive for tllis infolmation, we do not address your remaining argument against
disclosure.
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Ref: ID# 371159

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
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