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Dear Ms. Joseph:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 371416.

The Office ofthe Secretary ofState (the "secretary") received a request for records pertaining
to a 'specified notary public complaint. J You state you have released some information to the
requestor. You also state you have redacted social security numbers pursuant to
section 552.147(b) of the Government Code.2 You claim that the submitted information is
excepted from disclosure under section 552.130 of the Government Code. We have
considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Initially, we note that you have redacted some e-mail addresses within the submitted
documents. Redaction ofthis type ofinformation is now permitted pursuant to the previous
determination issued to all governmental bodies in Open Records Decision 684 (2009),
which authorizes the withholding of ten categories of information, including an e-mail
address ofamember ofthe public under section 552.137 ofthe Government Code. However,
in the future, the secretary must not redact requested information that it submits to this office
in seeking an open records ruling, unless the information is the subject of a previous
determination under section 552.301 of the Government Code. See Gov't Code
§§ 552.301(e)(l)(D), .302. Failure to comply with section 552.301 may result in the
information being presumed public under section 552.302 ofthe Government Code. See id.

JWe note the requestor narrowed her request. See Gov't Code § 552.222(b) (governmental body may
communicate with requestor for purpose of clarifying or narrowing request for information).

2Section 552.147(b) of the Gove~ent Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living
person's social security number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this
office under the Act. Gov't Code § 552.147(b). -
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You state that the submitted information is excepted from disclosure in its entirety under
section 552.130 of the Government Code. This section excepts from public disclosure
information that relates to a driver's license or motor vehicle title or registration issued by
an agency of this state. Gov't Code § 552.130. You state that the submitted information is
related to vehicle title information maintained by the Texas Department of Transportation
(the "department"). You further state that the information at issue originated from the
department's title history records. Based on your representations and our review, we agree
the submitted information consists of Texas motor vehicle information and thus, the
secretary must withhold the submitted information in its entirety under section 552.130 of
the Government Code.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/apen/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673.;6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

NnekaKanu
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
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